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- John Byron Eſquier, Geffray Fenton 
wiſheth a happy new yeare,with a glad» > 
ſome continuance of max. 


Wader . for Jehis left yere your order &+ 


condition of doing, 1 founde the cuſtome and. 


courſe of your vertues nothing inferior tathe 
coman opinion of the ſame-Wherof as I proned. 


peculiarly in my ſelf by many means & times, 


bat moſt by a ciuile cõuerſation of your compa= 


nie during the beſt part of the ſommer,ſo Lac« 


copt. my ſelfe no leſſe unworthy of ſuch beneſite 


paſied, than vnmete eftſoones to uſe or partici- 


pate with the like. F ſuch det be not di charged 


by ſeme thankefull argument of good will, com 


pounded with matter of myne own indeuor, ac. 


I haue at tymes heretofare proteſted unto you 


ſimply my ſeruiceable & unfained zeale(Wwher- 


FI hope you doubt not) yet me thinkgs, with 
the nature of a barren ſoyle yelding no fruite, 
the [ame might ſeeme no leſſe unprofitable un= 
to you, than imperfete in my ſelſe, if ut be not 
approued with ſome abſolute and wnfayned 
ſhewe , and that in the publyke eye of the 
worlde, in whiche rei pect I haue preſumed to 
lay 2 you this little Tranſlation, a Worke 
neyther smproper for the purpoſe of good doc- 
X. ij. | 


cording to the qualitie of my talet. And albeit 


| 


To the right worshipful! 


| 


| 


trie nor impertinent to the profeſſion of a true 
 Chriftian, and for the mater, it diſcouereth 4 
4 moſt perfect Met hode or plot, to diſcerne the 
principall pointes of our Religion, with certein 


ſpereall places of Scripture toward the ende, to 
grduce the church to vnitie, and the people to 
imbrace the league of charitie left vs b, Chriſt 
as well in the example of himſelfe, enduryng 
fundry ſortes of villanous reproches, as in the 
preſident of his Apoftles and Prophetes, whe 


* tfÞoſition of the enimies to their religion. 
This as I culled out among ſt ot her, as a Works 
reſembling your owne vertues, ſo in the often 

reading it, I doute not you fhall finde a happie 
confirmation of iudgement in good thingt, the 

| fame as the eApoitle ſayeth, being one chief 
and principall frute of knowledge,and therfore 
moſte neceſſarie that we acquaint our myndes 

With godly exerciſes and meditations of Reli- 
gion, praying you laſtly to let it receyue youre 

protection, to the ende our countrey and Chris 

ftian neighboures,by youre meane the rather, 
way plentifully participate in the benefite of 
the ſame, wherm alſo I accompt my trauaile 
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ſufficiently aunſwered, if this become thank- 


d with greate pacience the barbarous 
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Dedicatorie. 


full to you, in ſort of an earneſt peny or fir ſt of. 
fir of my good will, reſeruing notwithſtan- 
ang. to giue a better ſhewe hereafter, © 

as tyme with quiet leyſure ſhall 

afiitt me. And ſo God giue 

you a good new yeare, 
and confirme vs all in his ho- 
ly flare. 
At my lodging thetenth 

of Decembre. . 
256% 1 


Touour ſare fende 
a Geffray Fenton. 


FEES os 


A prayerof the Author, 


for the concorde of doftrive and vnitic 


in wils in divine things, appertey- 
ning to the aduauncement * the 
. Golpell of CH IST. 


Eternalim andmercifall 102, who as 
O8 art God of peace, loue and con⸗ 
co2d,ſo diſſetionsquarels and debates 
are hatefull vnto thee : We ſ& how (with 
god right) thou chaſtiſeſt oure malice and 
rebellion ageinſt thee, by thedinerſitie ofo- 


pintons and ſtrange iudgements raigning 


at this day amongſt men, ſpecially in the 
cauſe of religion. In the beginning (L oꝛd) 
thou haſt created man to thyne own image 
and likeneſſe, to the ende that he and his pos 
ſteritie mighte be one thing with thee, ha⸗ 
uing one only opinion led accoꝛ ding to thy 
holy woꝛde and manifeſfation and one wil 
affected to embzace that which thou deman 
deſt, whereupon might folow wozkes con- 
fo:mable to thy diuine and holy lawe. BM 
u 


* 1 / 


For concord of doftrine: 


But the ſerpent enemie ofall peace, and 
on the cotrarie a louer of diſſention and diſ⸗ 
coꝛd, taught oure firſt Fathers the leſſon of. 
infidelitie, diſtruſt, pꝛeſumption and arro⸗ 
gant curioſitie. Alas (our god God and cre⸗ 
atoꝛ) that we ſæle and make dayly experi- 
ence of miſerable effects of that leſſon pzin- 
ted by @athan in our harts: foz euery one 1 
of vs ſtrives to be a god vppon earth, euer 

one pꝛetends to be able, (by the touche of 

phis owne iudgement) to diſterne whiche is 

/ godozeuill, what is agreable oz intonue⸗ 

nient to thy diuine Maieſtie, pea euerp one 
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/ _thinkes to be the maiſter that ought to in⸗ 
' firucthis neighbour, Take pitie of vs (O 
L oꝛde) anddeface in oure hartes this per⸗ 
uerſe leſſon(full of ambition t pꝛide) make 
vs vnderſtand in god earneſt, that thou art 
bee onlp, to whom belongethto diſcerne bes 
tmmene the god and euill, and betwene the 
truthe and dꝛeames, and that it is thou loꝛd 
who by thy eternall wozde Jeſus Chziſte, 
giueſt lighte, manifeſtation, x knowledge 
of thy lecretes to thoſe that feare thee: thou 
art he alone, who by thy holy ſpirit doeſt dis 
rect + teach thy diſciples, which make them 
of thy ſchole and wozde. Withoute ther 
X. iiij. (Lozd) 


S Me. et 2 
2 3 
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1 A prayer for 
(Le2de) wer are loft and confounded, with- 
cnt thy truthe wee are liers, without thy 
dodrine we bee falſefiers: „without dd 
inſtruction we ber pꝛeſumptuous t pꝛoud. 
Atlas; wee; euen wer miſerable creatures, 
to giue oure ſelues an eſtimation in the 
world, foꝛſake thy eternall woꝛde; whiche 
is the tree ot euerlaſting life, and go deuou⸗ 


ring the lrute el knowledge gyuen by Sa⸗ 


than: From thente (Loꝛde) it comes, that 
dur knowledge and wildome is actompa⸗ 
nird with pꝛide and arrogant contention, 


not giuing place one to an other, whereby _ 


vk ewe that dure wiſdome and know⸗ 
ledge is not from abeue fo2 by the ſame 
wee faine to ſearche thy gloꝛie, and to bliſſe 
and pꝛayſe thee as our GO D and Father: 
ald in the meaͤne While, to mainteyne our 
opinions, wer atturſe men faſhioned to 
thyne owne Image and likeneſſe, in ſuche 
ſozte that out of one only mouth pꝛoceedes 
bothe curſſe and blifſing : a thing whiche 
might ſeeme both impoſſible and incredible, 


| if dayly experience did not diſcover theyz 


maniſeſt and abſolute cffcaes. Foz howe 
is it poſſible , that a fountayne ſhould calle 
cut of one vent oz ſpeute, water that is 


| 


| bt 
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concorde of doftrine: 
pleaſaunt, and withall bitter and ſalte? 


b:ing fo2th Olpues, o2 a Uine peld Figs? 
Trulp Lode, ſuch contrarieties are not ſo 
tontrarie in naturall things, as is mani⸗ 
felled in things ſpiritual wherin we deale, 
Foz how ſheuld men beleeue dur woꝛdes, 
laying we loue Cod, when by our wozkes 
we dilcouer a certepne hate. to our neygh⸗ 
bours 2 We ſape, we (earch no other thing 
than the aduauntement ol tho kingdome of 
Chꝛiſt, and pet wee afflictandperſecute the 
very members ol Chꝛiſt: Me trie with os 
pen thꝛoate, that we art ot the Amballa⸗ 
dours of the holy Goſpell ol peace; and vet 
our attemptes and councets/are-not but of 
warres, murders, aud effufions of mans 
bloud. Oh moſt wꝛetched that we are, we 


rayſe and lifte vp our handes to pꝛape and 


call vpon thee, which notwithſtanding are 
all ſpꝛinkled and goared-with the bloud ol 
thoſe whiche thou haddeſt made linely, by 
thy r v onderkull pꝛouidente. 

Seilg that luchis our wiſdome; ſpzong 
of ure bela fe, that is to ſap; earthly, (ons 
ſuall and diveliifhe, accorapanied with en⸗ 
mie, wzath, te e alt woꝛkes of pers 

uerſitie: 


1 


Who can beleeue, that a Figge tree tan 


A prayer for 
uerſitie: giue vs Lo2de by thy bountie thy 
wiſedome from an highe, whiche may bs 
pure, peateable, moderate, tractable, full 
of mercie and god frutes, and far from de⸗ 
bates, diſſentions, and all hipocriſie: bꝛing 
l Ao paſſe lozd, that the frutes of iuſtice may 
1 be ſowen in peace foz thoſe whiche vſe x 
make peace,and by thoſe which be the true 
p2onoicers and ſhewers of the ſame peace : 
bing to paſſe Lo2de, that we ſhewe our 
ſelues wiſe and well aduiſed, not onely in 
vaine woꝛdes and bable of Religion, but 
1 let vs bzing foꝛth in our conuerſation the 
| frutesof the Goſpell wherein we belcene, 
| accompanping our faith with woꝛkes of 
| bumilitie, and celeſtiall wiſdome. 
Ti Take pitie on vs (DLo2de) by thy | 
I  bountieandmercie,foz we confeſſe to haue 
I offended ther greatly and withoute mea- | 


- 
- 
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ſure , and we confefſe that the rebukes 
whiche thou ſendeſt vppon vs, are but the 
iuſte rewardes of our merites. Thou Lo2d 
ſuffereſt, that we haue warre, diſſentions, 
| quarellos and debates, and that we com⸗ 
1 mitte vnnaturall murder one vppon an o⸗ 
if ther, and that moze foz the cauſe of our pare 
ticular opinions, than inreſpect of * 


— 


— 
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concord of doctrine. 


thy alozie, ( whereof notwithſtanding wo 
vaunte our ſelues) thou lendeſt to vs the 
meſſangers and Yeraldes of thy wzathe, 

that is to ſaye,infections of the aire, conta⸗ 

gious diſeaſes, peſfilence , famine , ſhip⸗ 
wꝛacks, with other like arguments of thy 
beauy diſpteaſure towardes vs, and pet 
we harden our hartes: thou ſuffereſt that 
ſtraunge Nations, Barbarous and Jdolas 
ters do raiſe them ſelues againſt vs fo2 ths 
ouerthzowe of the Churches and Aſſem⸗ 
blies where thy name ought to be glozifi- 
ed, and wee truſting in our owne fozces, 
induſtries , and frayle wiſdoms, will not 
haue recourſe to the, and therefoze with 
god right oh Lozdc, thou leaueſt vs to the 
mercie of the inkidelles, and ſuffereſt the 
ſuperſtitious to haue bicozie ouer vs, Dh 
Father of mercie, beſtowe vpõ vs thy piti⸗ 
full eyes, refozme our hartes and oure af- 
fections,engraue in vs the only ʒeale of thy 
gloꝛie, graffe in our mindes the true tree of 
life whiche is Jeſus Chziſte our Sauiour 
and Redeemer,thefruts of whom do make 
vs lively: let vs be filled with true fayth, 
linely hope, mutual and bꝛotherlp charitie, 
t that we exerciſing in wozks of truemoz- 
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A prayer for concord. 


rification,iulkice, i innocencie and holineſſe, 
may be in the endepoſſeſſo2s of the eternal 


life, foʒ the obteyning whereof we haue vin 


choſen t pꝛedeſtinate to the pꝛayſe of thee, 
(ob father of mercp, and of thy C hziſt 
our only ſauiour) to whome with 
thy holy Spirit be glozie 
- Ep2ayle loz euer. 
By Amen. 
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[A poſe to Ieſus Chriſt, 


or Fe and vritie in the Church, 
by Geffray Fenton, 


Soueraigne Lozde, who beyng the 
eternall woꝛde and true GO D with 

God thy kather, didſt take dur nature 
to viũte in koꝛme ol man the pwze childꝛen 
of Adam, loſt by their infidelitie, diſtruſte, 
and peruerſe opinion againſt their Crea⸗ 
toz. And alſo by thy meane and remedie, 
haſt cfteſones reſtabliſſed the confederatt- 
on betwene G DD and vs, appꝛouing the 
ſame molt painfully in the mote malt” 
tyzdome of thy molt innocent body bleeding 
on the croſſe fo; the expiacion of our ſinnes: 
we beſeche the (oh Santoiit of the wozld) 
that euen as thou arte come toconſamate 
and confirme our recociliation,thon woul- 
deſt alſo reconcile our hartes, knifte oure 
wils, and ſende thy ſpirit ol truth amongſt 
vs, to the ende, that we all concurring in 
one iudgement and opinion, map remem⸗ 
ber that we are called to bex members of 
one body, whereof Lozd, weacknowledge 


tha to be thechiefe and ſupzeame head, and 


ſo deteſting inciuill partialities, we * 


A prayer to Ieſus Chriſt. 


be of one opinion, agre in one minde, and 
vſe one mutuall and charitable direction 
touching the matter of oure Religion. 

Thou halt left vnto vs (O Loꝛde) the cele- 
bꝛation of thy holly Supper, as a memozual 


of oure communion and ſpirituall vnitie 
with ther, and alſo to inftruce vs in ſuche 


lawes of charitie, as ought to be ot famili⸗ 
ar conuerſation amongeſt vs all. And yet 
we (ſuch is the nature of our fragilitie and 
condition of our vn woꝛthineſſe) as we as 
buſe the excellent benefite of that moſt high 
kauour, ſæœing that in place to type and con- 
topne our ſelues with thee , we doe moꝛe e⸗ 
ftraunge bs from ther, and that by reaſon of 
our quarelles and queſtions of contention; 
In place to conſider that we are one bodie, 
one churche, and one bꝛead made of ſundꝛie 


graines, we ſhewe our ſelues pꝛoude, and 


giue ſundꝛie pꝛoues of our ambition in ſee- 
king to eſtabliſhe a ſpeciall eſtimation of 


our peculiar and pꝛiuat opinions: in hand⸗ 
ling very often thy pzeſence in thy holly 
Supper by ſubtill diſputation, we become 
farre from thy true and linely pꝛeſente, in 


contending whether the ſinners + vnkaith⸗ 
full may communicate thy body, we make 
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natured into heretikes of charitie, coʒrup⸗ 


A prayer to Ieſus Chriſt. 

dur ſelues ſinners and incapable to recepus 
and eniope thy beneſtes: laſtlp and in el⸗ 
fect, oh Loꝛd, our zeale 1s ſo indiſcrete, that 
in ſtryuing to entertepne the puritie of the 
doctrine of fapth, we bꝛeake the league and 
lawe of charitie, yea e in perſetuting with 
rebuke ſuch as we actompt to be heretikes 
in the doctrine of fapth: our malice, with 
want of diſcretion makes vs ſceme tranſ⸗ 


ting the meanes of cõmunication and bzos 


therlp vnitie. 


J beſeche thee therfoze(oh ſonne of God) 
let thy gracious pitie fall vppon vs, and ſo 
open the eyes of our vnderſtanding, as we 
map diſcerne the true frute of thy huly in⸗ 
fiitutio and o dinance, take from amongeſt 
vs all ſectes and varieties ot opinions, and 
reduce vs at laſt to the obedience of thy ho- 
ly and only wozde ; reueale vnto vs th ho⸗ 
ly ſpirite with this pꝛiuilege of grate, that 
by hrs vertue he may dꝛawe vs all into 
one coꝛpoꝛation and bodye , whereof thou 
(O Lozd) mapeſt be heade , and lette him 
bꝛeath into vs ſtrengthe and power to pers 
leuer in wozkes of true Juſtice, innocen⸗ 
tie and holyneſle , duryng oure courſs 

0 


— 


Aptayer to Ieſus Chriſt: 


in this tragical and miſerable pilgrimage, 
and in the ende let ( we beiceche the) tue 
ſame holp ſpirite tranſlate vs into the eters 
nall lite, (purchaſed to our vſes by tye la⸗ 
crifice and oblation of thy moſt pꝛecious 
death) wberin thou raigneit now glo⸗ 
riouſly with the Father and ho⸗ 
lp Gholte, and there (yall 
remapne infinitely. 


O my molt deare 5 De 
loued in our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt, the owls 
Redeemer and aduocate of men towards 
) theheanenly Father, my brother Munitters 

and Paſtoꝛs in the church of : Annrerp. 
namyng them ſelues of the Churche of 
Autpurge, Grate and peace from God 


and his Sonne 133 v CHRIST, tothe 
ende, that by the bond of his holy ſpi- 
rite,vve may al be knit in the vni - 
tie aud Conleſsion of the 
Golpel of Chriſt. 


8 Dei * 
* ming to this town ol 


. 


| 158 Ni —— of 
s 202 e cetrteine the Faithfull 
there, I found cauſe offingular comfozte 
in the view of the wonderfull wok rai⸗ 
ſedvp by the Lozve,by meane of his ſer⸗ 
uants, and that in ſo ſhozte tyme, as ſas 
ning to ſuche as haue aſſiſtedit, it maye 
ſexme no leſſe impoſlible than incredible. 
15 Aavif! we wonder in certeine Trees and 
| A.. "Fruits 


2 


0 Sr . FFF 
Pry 
ind ** 


E —— — — — —— — 


„„ — 


—— — —— * 
— — — — — — 


Amoſt c | hriſtian 


Fruits, who ſometimes veld encreaſe as 
boue cuſtome, oz againſt pᷣ cõmon courſs 


ol Nature, as though the Lozde were of 


purpoſe to releue and reſtoze ſome coun⸗ 


trey affliced with hüger: what may we 
' ſayoftheſe ſpirituall plantes whiche the 
Feather of mercy ſo ſodeinly and ageynſt 


al hope of man, hath ſet and planted in 
theſs Low countreys, 4 ſpecially in this 
citie of Antwerpe? Truly we are bound 
to acknowledge it as a wozke of ſtrange 


maruell of our God, and to ſay with the 


pꝛophet, this incredible encreaſe hath bin 
made by the Lozd, whom we find wozthy 
of admiration in our epes: it is the right 
hand of Tod which pt reueled his ver⸗ 
tue: it is the right hand of God that hath 


exalted vs: it is the right had of God that 
hath manifeſted his power, we ſhall not 
die at al, but we ſhal liue to declare ; do⸗ 
ings of p Lo2d:wherin as Jentred moꝛe 


deeply into þ view ⁊ colideration of theſe 
things, ſo I thought it alſo an office and 


duetie inmee to crie with the ſayde Pꝛo⸗ 


phet: ConfirmeLozd, and aduaunte the 


 Wozbe thouhalte began in vs: buyldvp | 


ageine 


2 ” 
— web te 005. 


— — — * —— — 
— be _ 2 


n 4 TX 


 andgodlySermois. 2 
anepne the walles of thpholy templecres 
ſtoze the ruines of thy Beauenly (er ee 
lem, to the end that the Rings and Pzins 
tes of the earth map come to do the ho⸗ 
mage, and offer pꝛeſentes: gather toge⸗ 
ther agein O God, the diſperſed ol // ael. 
2. This was the cauſe wherin J reioy⸗ 
ted foꝛ corteyn dayes with glad continu⸗ 
ance, till vpon further viewe of the mat- 
ters ok eſtate within the citie, J found oc⸗ 
calion to conuert my cotentmet into co- 
ceites of (020we, as ſeing on euerp ſyde 
with whatdiligence Dathan taboured to 
hinder the aduauncement of this church; 
not only by means of opea enemies, but 
alſo by the indiſcre tion 4 want ot regard 
in ſuch as name themſelues maiſter Ma⸗ 
ſons in the houſe of God: fo2 ſuch as fea⸗ 
red God and wiſhed a publication of his 
gloꝛp, cried out t exclamed thatthe chair 
ot truth was becom pchaire'of diſſentiõ, 
ſeruing no mozeasapulpittopzeach Jes 
ſas Chꝛiſt, the appeaſd of traubled cõſci - 
entes, to pzonofice an vnitie, a bzotherty . 
charity,tioz Þ moꝛtiſicatiõ of pold Adam, 
with? wicked motians n 
J. 
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In che pulpit cciues, & iniuries, with woꝛdes of malice 


wy A moſt Chriſtian 
buf rather it was vſedaga plate of inne- 


oughte = be tending to a mutual hate o one towards 
preached other another, & diſſention of doctrine, wherin 
words than of ypon inquirie of ſuch fault, with the cire 
=>. 0 = cumffance ⁊ authozs of the ſame, I fynd 
erus Carnt. pour ſyde not leaſt giltie, as being ſuche 
amongelſt you, who in open aſſemblie, 

with woꝛds and libels of malice. are not 

aſhamed to cal the other Miniſters ofthe 
Golpel, Herettkes, Sacramentaries, re⸗ 
bels ageynſt the ſtate, t people vnwwz- 
thy of place in the common wealth, with 
other woꝛds impꝛoper foz the maieſty of 


ly to teach the woꝛd and will of our God, 
3 Now (bzethzen)if ſuch oz ſuch lyke 
matter of repꝛoche ſhould be pzonounced 
inthe Pulpit of certein Monks oꝛ mon⸗ 
ſtrous Friers, the very oꝛgans of the Ko- 
maine Antechziſt, ſent of their ſuppoſtes 
to trouble the church of Chꝝiſt, to darken 
his glozy, and reſiſt the aduantement of 
his kingdome, we woulde endure them 
with pacience, as knowyng well indugh 


achtete Pzophetes: be the viſciples 


— 


ſuch a place, which is coſecrated purpoſe⸗ 
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dt Balaam, whoſell they tongs to curſe 
the people of God, yea ſomtimes agaynft 
the ſenſe of their pꝛopꝛe conſcience: wee 
aſſure our ſelues that the mouth ol ſuche 

| Hypocrites canot bzing fo2zth other than 

* wazdesofinfection and fall of tat of all 

dull: tor they as they are painted ſepul⸗ pu f 

ches, ſo tanns they not vomit vp other tue falle pro- 

matter than ſuche as is couertiy couched phets and pre. 
within, that is toſay,all infection and fil- chers of che 
thynelle: And we are moſt certeine, that Papiſtos. 

thoſe kinde ol people bequeathed to Baall 

and contentement of they? bellie, ſeeing 

7 thefaloftheir Parmit by litle and litle, 

= will enfozcethent ſelaes to exclaime a⸗ 

= gaynl them that diſcouer they; abuſes, 

- hHypocriſies, and villandus trumperies: 

wee belerue alſo that ſuche ſuppoſtes of 

SBathan, who from the begynnpng hath 

bin the Authour of diſlention, a louer of 

murder ( with deſire of effuſion of bloud) 
wil laboꝛ in the imitation of their father 
and maiſter, and the pꝛetence 
vf the Golpell) they will pꝛoclaime ſedi- 
tion t trouble, and as the Pꝛophet ſapth. 
vomite turious matter agaynſt ſuche as 
Ai. ſtuffe 


' 
| 
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ute not their bellies accoꝛding to their 
fanſies and faſhions of cuſto;ne : of ſuche 
fozte of railers we receyue no greate 
care, ſet ing wer are not ignoꝛaunt with 
what iudgement and puniſhement, God 
will viüte them though he be long: fo: 
they be of that ſozte of whome the Apo⸗ 


Reade he ſtie lude ſpraketh in his Epiſtle cathos 


piſtle of S. Iu- licke, as vpon whom cuill ſhall happen, 
das the Apo- To2 they foilowe the trayn of Cain ; ther 
ale. abãden them ſelues into the erroꝛ of the 

| byrr of Baalam, they. ſhell periſhe accoz? 
ding to the contradition of Corus They 
are ſtained at the Banket of the charita⸗ 
ble and Faythfull, fobyng them (clues 
withcut feare ; they arecloudes without 
lvater, caried away with cuery wynde: 
they be trees wheſſe fruite is rotten, co2y |! 

rupted and of no commoditie, twice dead, 

onte by the vniuerſall cozruptien of a? 
dam, wherewith all men be ained, and 
the other by the death of they2 Ponkerx. 
with the whiche they haue dedicated (o 
Baal their bodies and they leruices;tbey 
be ragyng waues of the ſea, ſknunug 
their villanies: errant ſtarres ſoꝛ whom 
i is 
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is pꝛepared the ſhaddowes of the euer⸗ 
laſtyng darkeneſſe: They are murmus 
rcrs, quarellers, walkyng accozdyng to 
theyꝛ cabetoulnelſe, theyz mouthes.pzoe 
nolicing woꝛds of venomous ſubltance, 
and louing men onely foz their pꝛoñte. 


T hep incenſe diuiſyons , and are peo- 


ple of ſenſualitie, impartyng nothyng 
with the Spirite : They are the very 
paynter and poztraite whiche the Apo⸗ 
file ſpeaketh of in ſuche (ozte of Pꝛea⸗ 
chers. And thereloꝛe doe wer eſteeme of 
them as they deſerue, not fearyng any 
harm they can do to the troupe oz felow⸗ 
ſhip electe of God, foz they diſcouer ſuffi⸗ 
ciently their poyſon and the leuyn ofthe 
Pharileys, 

4 But touchyng vou (deare and ho⸗ 
nourable bzethzen ) one woꝛde pꝛoce⸗ 
ding from your mouth pierceth the heart, 
and giueth vs cauſe of ſingular ſozrow, 
with feare leaſt the ſame ſtirre vp llaun⸗ 
der to the flocke of Zeſus Chzifte; And 
wo be to hym that ſhall be the cauſe of 
ſuche flaunder ageynſt one of the leaſt, 
if were better that ſuch a one had faſined 
* | A.uj, to 
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5 fo his necke a great Pylnſtone and caff 

into the bottom ofthe ſea, than to be ſuf- 

fered tooffende and put difſentton in the 

church, which the Lozd begins tonozifh 

in this towne,and who now being in hir 

cradle, is in moꝛe neceſſitie to be fed with 

the true woꝛd ol god, releued in hir affli- 

ions, and comfoꝛted in hir perſecutids, 

than to be diſquieted with ſubtil and cu⸗ 

ridus queſtions, diuiſions and debates 

bpon the matter of our tonfeſlion:wher⸗ 

in as we both feele and ſer the wonderful 

benefits which the Lozd hath layde both 

bpon you and vs, hauing dzawne vs out 

of the miſerable quagmier andmartſh of 

- ſuperſtition and idolatrie amongeſt the 

Papiſts, ſo let vs wiſh (that as true Pi⸗ 

niſters of God) we may employ our lel- 

A mean to ac- les With one accozdtoſetfozth the glo⸗ 
corde queſtiõs rie of him, who of pꝛiſoner s ok dar kneſſe, 
cõceroyng the hathe made vs happte members of his 
docttine. moſte clcre lyght. It there be any thing 
which pou iudge not well vnderſtander 
of vs, were it not better to come to ton⸗ 
ference with vs, o2 vie bzotherly admo⸗ 
nition, than to extlaime in the Pulpit; 
WS — | ; . any 
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and fill the Bekebinders ſhoppes with 
Inuettiues and Apologies of ſpite? were 
it not better ( with inuocatid ot the name 
/ of pLozd)toentertaine quietly the affai- 
res of the aduauncement of his glozie, 
than to lenie warre againſt oure ſelues 
with the ſhot of the pen, whoſe wounds 
are farremoze daungerous and incura⸗ | 
ble, than the ſmitings eyther ofthe bow nc of en. 
v2 croſbowe : bitauſe the one offends but men mot 
the body and flech, and the other pierceth gunderous. 
both depely and bloudily the renoume of 
the perſon, whiche eucry one holdeth in 
value moꝛe deare and p2ecious than ep⸗ 5 
ther golde z ſiluer, with all the riches mn 
the wozlde, * 
5 Alas miſerable and wꝛetched that 

we are, what codemnation, what iudge⸗ 
ment do we heape vpon our heads when 
we pꝛeach to the Souldiers to lap away 
their armes and fozbeare to- offend com- 
mon wealths, and wee, euen we our ſel- 
ues, do carie in our Inkhoꝛns weapons 
molt ſharpe, with arrowes of poyſon to 
thunder vpon ſuch as do not offer them⸗ 
ſelues wholly to our aduiſe and opinids, 

* 35 A. v. and 
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Whereof it c6- 
met}: that the 
audience in 
the reformed 
church bee de- 
lormed in * 


Wd 


fozs of the Faythe of others. And by | 


40 
| 
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and refuſe to hazarde they2 Faythe in 


the interpzetations whiche wee make of 


Gods wo2de 2 

6 Thrs arrogante duerwenpng is 
the cauſe why the Lc2de ſuffereth that 
the frute of oure pzeachyngs is exther 
none at all, oz at leaſt of ſo little effec, 
that oure Audience in thepz lyfe and 
tonuerſation, do declare what fiender 
knowledge and feare of GWD they 


_ Icarne by cure Crhoztaticns, God ſuf- 


fereth allo to tali vppon vs 3nquilitours 


and Perſecuteures in the verye lame 


ſozte, that wee pꝛeſume to be the Cen⸗ 


cauſe wee wyll rule all the woꝛlde by 
the touche of the Sentence and aduile 
of this oz that man, the Loꝛde incen⸗ 
ſeth the very Childzen them ſclaes to 
calle vs Parciall Sectatoures, and Ad- 


miratours of the opynions of men, na⸗ 


myng lome Partiniſles, ſome Calui⸗ 


niſtes, ſome Dzeandzines , ſome Pe⸗ 


lanchonyſtes-, and ſome Bꝛentiens, 
wyth diuers other like names, and that 


with god regbte bycauſe wer haue not 
dur 
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 oure eyes fired on the onely adnannce» 
mente of the glo21e of Jeſus Chꝛyſte and 
| his Churche, whyche 1s Catholike and 
| vniuerſall : But enery one wyll deale 
aparte, enery one entice anddzawe hys 
audience aparte, euery one maynteyne 
the renoume ok his inſtitutour, and that 
which woꝛſe is, euerꝝ one as ſupꝛeame 


AZudge giues ſentence of condemnation 
5 without appeale ageynſt others. 
; 7 Df thys mylerable cauſe it com⸗ 
meth to paſſe, that this Churche being 
at this day delivered from the inſuppoze = 
table inquiſition and tyzanny.of the Pas 
piſtes, and that by the grace of GOD, 
and godneſſe of oure Kyng and Soue⸗ 
raigne Pagiſtrate, wee haue notwiths 
ſtanding amongeſt oure ſelues ſupꝛeme 
inguiſitozs, who with an arrogancie as 
boue the Phariſies call the other doggs, 
and wozldlings, not conſidering belike, 
7 «ſchis their arrogancie) that this woꝛd 
 Wozldiyng , oꝛ of the wozlbe, carryeth 
| Wwyth it an vnreuerent ſpyte to the boy 
dy ol Chꝛiſte, accozding to that he hym⸗ 
are pat (he twozlois his * 
an 


A moſt Chriſtian 
and that he wil not pꝛay fo2 it: Al which | 
condemnation is founded vpon that that 
the wozldlings (as they call them) will 
not accommodate themſelues to the ads | 
miniſtration ofthe Dacraments in their 
kaſhion, noz flozith in imaginations and 
queſtions ot ſubtiltie, but are contented 
in the ſimplititie of the woꝛde of Ood, } 
with direction of the holy Spirite to in⸗ bh 
5 ſtruct their conſciences. N 
8 Other there be who of their confel; „ 
| ſions, Catechiſmes, Commentaries, and 
traditiũõs, make as it were a fifth goſpel, 
11 giuing no leſſe authoꝛitie to their parti⸗ 
1 cular interpꝛetations, than if they were 
1 of the Articles of Faith, not refuſyng to 
call all them heretikes, who poynte by 
poynt do not folow their imaginations, 
whichealthough were god and ſubſtan⸗ 
ciall to ediſie, vet are theynone other tha 
the bꝛeath of men, and therefoze vnwoz- 
thy of cõpariſon with the eternall wozd, 
9- Theſe things/(Bzethzen) with the 
conſideration of them monyngno ſmall 
ſozow in my mind,fozeleing(as it were) 


the bꝛeach whiche Dathannipght maus 


E 
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in the houſe and troupe of God byſuch a 
mean, pꝛocured me to attempt familiar- 
ly one of your bꝛethꝛen and companions 
in the wozk of God, who as he ſeemedof 

ſome ſuperintendence and authozitic a⸗ 

mongſt you, ſo J imparted with him the M. Yllyrye. 
great ſlaunder growyng to the:neighboz 

* churches thereabout by ſuche differences 

and diſſentions manifeſtly publiſhed, not 

f only by bokes of infamie, but alſo in in 

iurious inuectiues, in open aſſemblies, 

whome I requeſted in the name of the 

Lo2de, to exhozte his companions to fozs 
beare their further pꝛoceedings in ſuche 

| ſoꝛt, with diſcontinuance of their ſlaun⸗ 
derous o2der ofdwings, altogether vn⸗ 
woꝛthy ol the miniſterie of Chzylt. 

10-Yis anſwer hereunto arguedhis 
ſufficient fa wardneſſe, complainingal- 
beit ageynſt others, and ſaying that the 


beſt meane foz accoꝛde, were to bꝛyng in 
diſputation, and to hãdle chieſly the que⸗ 
ſtion vpon the Lozdes Supper, vpon the 
diuers and ſundꝛy conſtruction whereof, 
ſpꝛong vothe the diſoꝛder and diſlention: 

| A layd there was ſlender hape of pzeſent 
accoꝛd 
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accoꝛde this wap, if bothe the one andy? 
ther would not diſclaime their ſtout and 
ſtraunge oꝛder in pzoponing their opini⸗ 


ons and interpꝛetations: Foz (ſayde J) 
ifthepobſerueno mozemodeſtie in their 


woꝛdes than they haue vſed temperante 


in their bokes aud w2ytyngs, neyther 
can the cauſe bee determined, noꝛ the er⸗ 
roure reduced, foʒ whiche reſpecte J ac⸗ 
coũt it not out of purpoſe to take a Cons 
feſſion of Fayth, and imparte with the 
people thoſe Articles wherein wre all as 
gree, leauing the reſte that maye bzing 
likelyhed of diſention oz launder to the 
Church. 

11 Verein hee ſeemed to apꝛpoue mx 
aduiſe, with perſuaſion that to take the 


ceſſarye to enfoꝛce thys accoꝛde, ſublig- 
nyng ſuche Articles, as with god con- 
ſcience wee myghte receyue, and inter⸗ 
pꝛete the other accozdpng to oure vnder⸗ 
ffanding, which wer haue already done, 
with meaning to bzing them to light to 
the edilication of the Church, to the ende 


1 lie that the coutrouecſy is 


not 


Confeſſion of Auſpurge were molt ne⸗ 


* * n = Ce al 85 6 aw * -e - PR — Wy Jag 0 7 


CT 


and godly Sermon. 8 


not ſo greate as is giuen oute to the peo⸗ 
ple, who being bothe troubled and W 
zed with luche diuerſities, knoweth not 
— pathe to treade , hearyng ſome 
— that Chꝛiſte ishere, and other 
ſape her is not there, but here: The 
Churche of Chꝛyſte is not ſuche one, 
but oures is the right Churche : we are 
of Paule, ànd they bee of Cephas, and oz 
thers of Apollo. Alas are we baptiſed 
eyther in the name of Paule, lohn, oz 
Martine? Js not onely Jeſus Chzylt our 
Redeemer ?- Js it not in hys name that 
Ve are baptized and bzoughte into the 
| Churche? Js not hx the ſouerayne Doc⸗ 
= toure, graduated not at eis, but in 
Paradyſe, whome our Heauenly Father 
hath oꝛdepned fo our chicf ſchwlemaſter 
with ex pꝛeſſe commaundement, to heare 
him 2 Why then do wer ſeke ſo many 
mapſters and fozgers of Doctrine? To 
conclude, J deſired the ſapde Pinilter to 
abſtepne from iniurious inuettiues and 
woꝛds of quarel in bokes, with erhoztas , 
tion to his companions to modeſtie and 
'3 ſemely temperance in their ae 
5 alſs 
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alſo to perſuade the people to faith, moz- 
tification and bzotherly charitie : whiche 
albeit,they haue not obſerued,but rather 
in the contrary haue vſed woꝛds of laun- 
der in the very Pulpit, teaching by that 
mean their audience to imitate their diſ- 
92ders: And which woꝛzſe is, pou other | 
my bzethzen, euenoflate haue cauſed to | 
be impꝛinted tertein Libels,wherin you | 
haue reuerſed the names of perſons. and 
bp conuerſion and change of letters haue 
moſt iniurioully handled a certepn mini⸗ 


ſter of the Golſpel, calling him a bꝛand ok 


bell, oz ſuch lyke name of repꝛoch, a ſub⸗ 
tiltie farre vnwoꝛthy your vocation, 

12 If theſe matters growe to continu⸗ 
ance it is not to be douted ( god bzethzen) 
that the iudgement ol God wil not thun⸗ 
der vpon our heads, when (beleue me) 
the liuing God will know how + where 
to finde vs, though we be vader the pzo- | 
tection-of greate Pꝛinces, foz the Lozde | 
will not leaue vapuniſhed ſuche inſolen 
tis and miſtakings ol his deare Church, 
the whiche as her hath baughte with bis 


bloudand deliuered from the tirannie of | 
Ante⸗ 


a 
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Antechziſt, ſo now ſuch people would eft⸗ 
ſones ſuppeditate and perſecute hir, vn⸗ 
der colour ot pietie and inſtruction of cer⸗ 

tein perſons, whom the Lozd hath ſtirred 
bp to miniſter and ſerue in his temple, 
And to ſpeake moꝛe cleerely in this mat⸗ 
ter, knowe ye (god b2eth:en) that tous 
chyng Martine Luther, Phillip Melan- The r 
cthon, with other like men, wee eſteeme of Luther and 
the true ſeruants of god, to whom as the other Doctors 
holy ſpirit hath plentyfully imparted his of che goſpell, 
giftes and graces, ſo haue they laboured 
with an erneſt care both to impugne the 
abuſes crept into our chꝛiſtian religion, 
and alſo to manifeſt the truth ofthe Goſs 
pell of Chꝛyſt: albeit we mnſt and do ac⸗ 
knowledge them to be no moze than me, 
and ſo by conſequence ſubiec to be igno⸗ 
rant in many things: koꝛ ſo God vſeth to 
beſtow his giftes and graces vpon men, 

às the condition of their ignoꝛant nature 

may ſhew that they bee not Gods vppon 
earth. 

13 Beſides that, if hapneth many ty⸗ 
mes, that the ſeruants of God do obſerue 
a certein ſpecial wiſdom, as not willing 

ta 


— 


The wiſdome 
et S. Peter. 
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The zeale of 
S. Paule. 
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to reueale all they do vnderſtande, kea⸗ 


ryng theyꝛ audience not to be as pet cas 
pable of ſuche Doctryne, the ſame hap⸗ 
penyng euen to Sainte Peter the Apo⸗ 


tle of Chꝛyſte, who albeeit hadde receys 
ued viſpbly the holy Spirite, yet; he e- . 


lieemed the tyme not pet convenyent to 
manpfeſt to the Jewes the abolitton of 
the Lawe , fearpng leaſte by ſuche a 
meane the Pꝛeachynge of the Goſpell 
ſhoulde be bzonghte in contempte, and 
the publication of the ſame hyndered. 

On the contraric, Saincte Paule was of 


opynion, that in a matter of ſo greate 


impoztaunce cughte to bee no dzeadeof 
daunger , but to make open and pubs 
Ire manyſeſtation of the lybertie, whi⸗ 
che the Lozde hadde bꝛoughte vnto bys 
Churche. In lyke ſozte wee baue rea - 


ſon to pꝛeſume, that theſe god leruants 


of G DD, Luther and Melancthon,ſees 
yng the greate reſpſtaunte of the wozlde 
agcyntt the pꝛeachyng of the pure doc⸗ 
tryne , and the abolition of the Papl - 
fies abuſes, iudged it an acte of wiſe⸗ 

8 dome 
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dome to gyue a little place to ſuche fu- 
rie of the tyme,and to gayne the heartes 
of the people gently wythoute makynge 
them Straungers to the Doctrine of the 
Sacramentes , wyth erpectation from 
dare to dape of moze pꝛoper and fytte Reade the E- 
occaſpon to reſtoze and bzyng in whol- piſtles of Me- 
ly the true erercyſe and vnderſtanding ad .g 
of the holy Ceremonyes, wherein wee cg, e fe 
mape ber conky2med by the p2zoccedings —_ 8 
und degrees of the Doctryne whych wer 
doe ſe in the Bokes of the ſayde holye Rede che bes 
men. Foꝛ who can denpe that Martine gioning of 
Luther was ig noꝛaunte in many thyn⸗ Sleidans hiftos | 
ges at hys begynning to pꝛeache, which ry. 
the Lo2de reuealed vnto hym after, afs 
fyzmpnge in the woꝛdes of his owne 
mouth, that G O D hadde ſent hym,not 
ſo muche to ediſie and reeſtablyſhe the 
Churche of Chꝛiſte, as to ruinate and 
batter the kingdom of Antech2ift, whers 
in he found dayly ſuch chaunge of abuſes 
vawozthy to be ſuppo2ted in the chꝛiſtiã 
Religion, that in the ende her pꝛoteſted 
that the Paſſe deſerued to be abolithed, 
whiche Mclanthon in the ende of the 

. B. u. con: 


* 
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confeſſton of -/«#rge, mainteyned con 
trarily, pzofefſing the Baſle to be yet re- 
tepned in their Churches. All this not⸗ 
withſtanding, you (my bꝛethꝛen) of this 
time, will not as farre as 3 fynde, agree 
that the Paſſe is pet reteyned in yours 
churches, no not in the ſozt that the cons 
ſeſſion of 4/77: pzopoundeth it: The 
woꝛds of Melancthon be theſe: Faſo ac- 
cuſantur eccleſic nostre, quod Miſiam abo- 
teant : Recinctir enim e Miſſa apud nos, & 
ſumma Reuerentia celebratur, ſeruantur et 
vfſitate Ceremoniæ fere omnes, præterquam 
quod latinis cancionibus admiſcentur alicu- 
bi Germanice, que addite ſunt ad docendu 
populum, that is to ſay: Our churches be 
falſly accuſed in that they aboliſhe the 
Maſſe, foz the aſſe is reteined with vs, 
and is celebꝛated with greate reuerence, 
what Supper with an vſe and obſeruation of almoſt al 
me proteſtants the accuſtomed ceremonies, ſauing that 
F badio the be- in ſome places there be certen Canticles 
innig. in the Dutche, entermedled with thole . | 
that are ſong in the Latine, and that to 
teache the people. : 
14 Se bzethzen)how pou wold now 
a duow 
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aduow ſo godly a refo2zmation of Palle; 
being aſſured that ſuch inſtitution is the 
true heape of vanities inuented by men, 
and tending to the pꝛophanation and a⸗ 
bolition ofthe holy Supper of the Lozd: 
but if others in the very time of Luther 
and Melan&hon, haue bin moued wyth 
the ſpirite of God, and withazeale of B. 
Paule hauereſiſted ſuch ſimulation(wel 
= Aaffectednotwithſtanding to the glozie of 
GSod) pꝛoueth it therfoꝛe in vs any dutie 
of obſeruation of ſuche Ceremonies, has 
uing regard only to the authoꝛitie ol Pe⸗ 
ter? Goddefend, No, let Peter remaine 
ſtill as Peter, and Partine as Partine, 
that is toſay, as a man that map fayle, 
and let the ſpirite of God be encreaſed by 
the oꝛgans & inſtruments which he ſhall 
ſtirre vp to manifeſt the truth of his gol- 
pel, whether he be Paul oz Zwinglius, oz 
Oecolampadius, oz any other of leſſe au⸗ 
thoꝛitie than they. And fo2 dure partes, 
uch oꝛgans ⁊ inſtruments of God, let vs 
receive, honour, and haue in ſingular cõ⸗ 
mendation, without perſuaſion oz beleef 


chat they be innocẽt, oꝛ that they can not 
B. iii. ere, 
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erre, oꝛ that they bee not ignoꝛaunt of 
ſome things. Let vs beleue, that from 
dap to day our Loꝛde wyll ſtirre vp ſuch 

lyke oꝛgans and inſtruments toaduance 
bys gloꝛie, and to augment the lyghte of 
bis holy Truth, if our owne vnthankful- 
neſſe bee not a barre to ſuche liberalitis 
begon by our GDD, 

15 Beſpdes (bzethzen) J conſider the 
lamentable tyme, wherein thoſe holy 
men dydde live, as being enſploped ras 
ther to purge and clenſe the fylthyneſle 
of Papiſtrie, than to ſtudie oz conſyber 
of the introduction of the pure Truthe : 
they were rather vſedin the reſiſtaunce 
of the furie of Antechꝛiſte and his ſup⸗ 
poſtes, to flee from one coaſt to an other, 
to make Apologies and defences, ta aun⸗ 
(wer the falſehodes that were layde vp- 
on them by dyuers, and to diſpute wyth 
the monſtrous Ponkes of their Purga⸗ 
toꝛie and Rogations, than that they had 
lepſure and quiet libertie to learche by 
meditation the truth of the chꝛiſtian doc⸗ 
trine manpleſted in the diuine woꝛd. By 
which occaſion it came to pale, that their 

_ wv 
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wꝛitings were ſtuffed with ſo many op⸗ 
pꝛobꝛious and ſpiteful woꝛds vn woꝛthy 
ol the true ſeruaunts of God, and perfect 
p2onouncers of the goſpel of peace, which 
notwithſtanding as we ſuppo2t ſuch in⸗ 
firmities, as hauing regard to ſo wicked 
a time: o now that God hath ſent vs lo 
many beames ok bis light let vs leaue to 
liue remaine ſo blind as in times paſt. 
16 Py meaning (deare bꝛethꝛen) in al 
this diſcourſe, hath not bin to other pur⸗ 
poſe than to declare the ſmal occaiion we 
baue aſwel one as another, to make gods 
oꝛ (to ſap moꝛe truly) idols of our doctozs; 
E by their occaſios to entertein vs in par⸗ 
tialities, diſſentiõs + debates vpon d mat 
ter of our doctcine, to p great ſlaunder of 
the poꝛe t weake cõſciences + notable re⸗ 
ſiſtance of the pꝛopagation ofthe church: 
whertn if the Coin, bang bin rebu⸗ 
ked bycauſe they made Partialities to 
maintein the renoume of S. Paule, the 
choſen veſſell of GDD, Apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chꝛyſte, Doctoure of the Gentiles, and 
to ſpeake in one woꝛde, a man indued 


with moſt ſingular and excellent giktes, 


B. ilij. how 


The marke of 02 of Iohn, but he ſapth:3n this men ſhal 


the chriſtians. know you are my diſciples, if ye loue one 
Iohu. 13. 


howe may God laye it ageynſt vs, who 
contende, quarel, make continual warre, 
and (as a man wold lap) deuoure one an 
other as Dogges and Cats,bzeaking als 
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wapes the bonde of charitic, whiche Je⸗ 


ſus Chꝛiſt hath left of ſuche eſtimation? 


17 When the Lozd would marke his 
diſciples and childꝛẽ of his father, he wil- 
led them not tofollowe the confeſſion of 
Auſpurge, noz the Catechiſme of Martin 


other: Alas moſte blinde and myſerable 
that weer are, whileſt wee diſpute of the 
true oꝛ falſe interpꝛetation of the woꝛds 
of the Sacrament of vnitie, wee bzcake 
the very vnitie it lelfe: in contendyng 
whether the wicked, inſidoll, and vnwoz- 
thy receyue as well the bodp of Chzylte 
in the Supper, as thechildzen of GOD, 
wer dilfurniſhe oure ſelues of the very 


Chziſt, and make our ſelues ofthe num⸗ 


ber of them that receyue him not at all: 
in ſerching whether Chaiſt come in flelh, 


in Spirite, oz in Sacramente, we do de⸗ 


pꝛiue our ſelues of the true communion 


of 
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of Chꝛiſt: foꝛ he thathateth his bzother, 


Chꝛyſte dwelleth not in him: in ſiftyng 
curiouſly whether the body of Chzilt bee 
giuen to vs in the bꝛead, vnder thebzead, 
oz with the bzead, we cut oure ſelues off 
from the true body of Chziſte, and make 
vs members of Sathan,the father of diſ⸗ 
ſenttons, quarelles, contentions and de- 
bates, 

18 And koꝛ myopinion vpon the mat- 
fer of the holie Supper, J will ſape in 
few wozdes (god bzethzen) what J vn- 
derſtande, leauing to euerp one his liber⸗ 
tie to folow that which God ſhall teache 
him. Wee know right well, that y meas 
ning of our redeemer Jeſus comming in- 
to this wozlde, was to manpfeſt to men 
the god will of his heauenly Father to- 
wardes them:and how his Diuine mate- 
ſtie had pꝛouided to remedie the faulte, 


tranſgreſſion and diſobediente of the firſt o g of the 
Adam, by the innocencie, moſte pure iu⸗ holy Supper 
ſtice, and obedience ſatiſfacto2ie of the ſe- chriſt. 


conde and heauenly Adam. And that men 
mighte be deliuered of the ire and iudge⸗ 


ment of God, putting themſelues vnder 


B. v. the 
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the wyngs and couerture of thys So⸗ 


The ſumme of uerayne and eternall Sacriſicatour. And 
the doctrine of fO2 as muche as the Diuine woꝛde doth 


chyyſ. 


Chryft is the 
Frute ofthe 


Tree of life. 


ſhewe vnto vs the malediction of men 


and tranſgreſſien agepnſte the wyll of 
GO D, by wa2des taken of our coꝛpo⸗ 


rall nouriture, ſaying, that as man hath 


eaten the frute of a tree defended hym 


by his Creatoure, and that by meane of 
the ſame eatyng, he hath made hymſelfe 
enimie of the Loade : In lyke maner Je⸗ 
ſus Chziſte oure Redeemer declareth to 
vs by ſimilitude of cating and dzinkyng, 
the Reconciliation towardes G O D, 
that his obedience hath bzought vs, as if 


he woulde cleerelp ſay, that Pan bauing 


eaten ok a foꝛbidden Iruite, hathe pur- 
chaſed malediction, where as in eatyng 


nowe of a fruite giuen hum by the hande 


of GD D, bee hath wonne benediction. 
The fruite and Tre of life whiche wee 
oughte to eate, is euen very hee whiche 
bzyngeth vs ſuche happie newes, who 
wyth hys vertue and power iudicible, 
is ſo tyed and iopned wyth vs by the 
meane of Faithe and bonde of his boly 

ſpirite, 


s „ 
: 
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Spirite, that he entertaineth our ſoules 
in ſpirituall and heauenlylyfe, enen as 
the bzeadand wyne nouriſheth our bo- 
dies in co2pozall lpfe. 
20 Uſyng this ſimilitade the Lo2de 
ſapeth in the ſixth of Saint John, that he 
prym ſelke is the bꝛeade of lyfe, and gy- 
: yuinglyte, which is deſcended from Yea 
uen, and that who eateth of this bzcave 
/ fhallliuceternally: That is to ſay; hee 
hall eſcape the Curſſe gotten by ea - 
| tyngof the Fruite defended. Vee ſay- 
eth alſo that hys fleſh is the true meate, 
and hys bloud the true dꝛinke: And her 
that eateth his fleſhe and dꝛynketh his 
bloud,dwelleth in Chꝛyſte, and Chzyſte . e n: 
in hym, who is oure ſeconde and Yew ,..5.;;.. of 
uenly Adam, within whole bodie it ts the worgs of 
netcellarie wee bee incoꝛpoꝛated, oz that chiyſt. 
” be incozpozate hym ſelfe in vs, to the loha. s. 
ende that weer mape be able to appeare 
| befoze G O D, couered with the mans 
tell ok his moſte innocente fleſhe full of 
All Juffice, 
| 21 Andbycauſe our nature is moſt dul 
| andfarrefrom the true vnderſtanding of 
thele 


Cauſe of the 


inſtitution of 


the Supper. 
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theſe myſteries, oure Redeemer Jeſus 


celebration & is not only content to pꝛopounde vnto vs 


the coniunction which wee ought to haue 
with hun, by thele ſimilitudes and com⸗ 


pariſons ot eating and dꝛinking, but alſo 
bath ſoughte to ſhewe vs by ſome viſible 
Ceremonie, the very ſame thing that hee 


bath taught vs by wozde,to the end that 
not only our eares myght recepue the in⸗ 
ſtruction of bis pꝛeaching, but alſo oure 
eyes feede of ſome viſible repꝛeſentation 
of that which we ought to be in Chꝛyſte, 
and Chzyfe in vs, that is to ſay,that wee 
be members of him,noariſhed with hys 
pꝛoper vertue, and that hee hymſelke is 
our fade. 

22 Tao this ende (J belene) that oure 
ſoueraine doctour jeſus Chzylte,afterhe 
had ſupped with his Diſciples, and cele⸗ 
bated the cer emonie of the Paſcal lamb 
acco2ding to p law, to ſhew vnto the peo⸗ 
ple and all the Churche to come, a liuely 
repꝛeſentation of the contunction whiche 


bee toke with his membꝛes by meane ol 


the lac c itice of his veath, reſurrection and 


* He toke bꝛead, and hauing 
giuen 


* * - 
* 
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| ginenthanksto Cod his father, he bake 

it, and diſtributed it to his Diſciples, ſay⸗ 

ing: Take, eate, this is my bodie whiche 

is deliuered foz pou: And after hee toke 

the cuppe andſayd: This is the cuppe of 

the new Teſtament, take and dzink vou 

all, and do this in memoꝛie of mee: that 

isas much as ik he ſhoulde ſay, to the end 

vou vnderſtand what J am on voure bes 

halle, what remedie J bzyng vntoyou, Interpretation 

| What cdiunction it is neceſſarie you haue of the wordes 

with me, and J with vou: knowe ye that of Chriſte in 

Jam bꝛcad bꝛoken, offered, and ſacrifiſed the Supper. 

/ foz the ſatiſfaction of your ſinnes, whiche 

bnxead as Jam my ſelle, ſo it is needefull 

that it be in vou, and giue you heauenip 

nouriture even as the materiall bzeade 

giues you co2pozall releef, And touching 

the Cup, vnderſtande you, that the ſame 

doth ſhew you the newe Teſtament and 

confederation which J pꝛactiſe with pou, 

the which teſtament ſhalbe ratified with 

my bloud, and do this in memozy cfme ; 

that is to ſay, when you ſhall bzeake ths 

bꝛeade, as do, haue remembꝛaunte that 

you certifi and aſlure youre (clues that 
| you 
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pou bee myne, and J am poures, yea 
voures in ſuche ſoꝛte, as the bꝛeade is 
youres whiche you bꝛeake, eate, and di⸗ 
geſte, and the Wyne whiche gtueth you 
nouriture. 

23 Nowe (bzethzen) J beſceche pou in 
the name of our redenicr Jeſus, conſider | 
without affection, if the interpꝛetation ok 


this holy Ceremonie and of theſe woꝛds 


be true 02 not: It it bee true, to what pur⸗ 


pole do we ſearche ſo many queſtions, ſo 


many lubtiities , ſo many vbiquities, 


© with other lyke inuentions to entertain 


the woꝛld in blyndeneſle? To what pur⸗ 
pole do we trouble the people with viſi⸗ 
ble ceremontes, with perſuaſid p by that 


meane they may receive Jeſus Chziſte: 


Uielcauc behind vs, alas, t (as it were) 
altogither buried, the doctrin of penance, 
Jultification, regeneration, Sanctiſicati⸗ 
on, moꝛtification of the old Adam, & cha- 


god! ie not lin- FLitic of one to an other, things moſte im⸗ 
ed to out- poꝛ tant ànd neceſſarie, and in the meane 


ward ceremo- While we employ and beſtow our ſelues 
nies. 


ceremonies, without the which, god is of 


and time in the interpꝛetation of certein 


power 
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power to ſhewe vs that whiche they dos 
teach vs. We know alſo that many holy 
men be deceaſed very denoutly, hauing 


receyued Chꝛyſt, without recepuing the 


erternall ſignes x viſible elements of the 


ſupper. And to what ende would it ſerue The reccuing 
me to cate all the bꝛead which is in Aol the ſacra- 
mayne, giuen by p hands of the miniſlers ments ſerue 
with the woꝛds of the ſupper of Chziſt, if oihing ro 


3 haue not experienced my renuyng, if 3 


not certified that God hath recenciledme 
with him receyued me to his mercy,x 
pby ſuche feeling oz taſte J do not aſſure 
my lelfe to haue recepued Jeſus Chailt 2 

24 This is thedoctrine,this(ſay J) is 
the pꝛeaching which we ought to pꝛeach 
and repꝛeache, repeate, and remember 
alwayes to the people, reſtoze to the 
myndes ofthe ignoꝛant, and pꝛopounde 
to thoſe that come to learne of vs, not by 
the ſubtilties of the right hande of God, 
vbiquities, and ſuche like imaginations. 
This is a thing very miſerable in ours 
tyme, that thoſe which ſpeake of the com⸗ 
munication of Jeſus Chꝛiſte, be * 


luch as wwill 


s : nor re q | 
daue not taſtedmy regeneration, if A be CH. 


yſt. : + | 
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pot bee myne , and J am poures, yea 
youres in ſuche ſozte, as the bꝛeade is 
voures whiche you bꝛeake, eate, and di⸗ 
geſte, and the Wyne w hiche gtueth vou 
nouriture. 

23 Nowe (bzethzen) J beſœche pou in 
the name of our redemer jeſus, conſider 
without affection, if the interpꝛetation of 
this holy Ceremonie and of theſe woꝛds 


be true 02 not: It it bee true, to what pur⸗ 


ws thy ko R og get , —⁵ůͥnl Ae pO” 
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pole do we ſearche ſo many queſtions, ſo | 


many lubtiities , ſo many vbiquities, 
with other lyke inuentions to entertain 
the woꝛld in blyadenefſe 2 To what pur⸗ 
poledo we trouble the people with viſt- 
ble cerementes, with perſuaſid p by that 
8 they may receive Jeſus Chziſte: 

Uelcauc behind vs, alas, t (as it were) 
altocither buried, the doctrin of penance, 
Julitfication,regeneration,Sanctificatt- 


The ſpirit of on, moꝛtification of the old Adam, & cha- 
god! ie not lin- Fitie of one to an other, things moſte im⸗ 

ed to out- poꝛ tant ànd neceſſarie, and in the meane 
ward ceremo- ih ile we enpioy and beſtow our ſelues 


nies. 


and time in the interpretation of tertein 
teremonies, without the which, god is of 
power 


| 
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power to ſhewe vs that whiche they dos 
teach vs. We know alſo that many holy 
men be deceaſed very denoutly, hauing 
recepued Chꝛyſt, without recepuing the 
externall ſignes c viſible elements of the | 
ſupper. And to what ende would it ſerue The reccuing 
me to cate all the bꝛead which is in . of che ſacta- 
mayne, giuen by d hands of the mimiſters went lerue 
with the woꝛds of the ſupper of Chꝛiſt, if ar | 
J haue not experienced my renuyng, it J not ꝛcceiue 
haue not taſted my regeneration, if J be Chyſt. 
not certified that God hath recenciledme AN 
with him t receyued me to his mercy,x 
5 by ſuche feeling oz taſte J do not aſſure 
my lelfe to haue retepued Jeſus Chailt ? 
24 This is the doctrine, this (ſap J) is 


| the pzeaching which we ought to pꝛeach 


and repꝛeache, repeate, and remember 


 alwayes to the people, reſtoze to the 


myndes of the 1gnozant, and pꝛopounde 
to thoſe that come to learne of vs, not by 
the ſubtilties of the right hande of God, 
vbiquities, and ſuche like imaginations, 
This is a thing very miſerable in ours 
tyme,that thoſe which ſpeake of the com⸗ 5 
munication of Jeſus Chzilte,be * 
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leaſt pzone ſuch acomunication in them⸗ 
 fctues, a thing to bee ſeene by their wꝛi⸗ 
tings, foz they ſpeake of Jeſus Chzylte, 
either ſhut within an armoꝛie, oz enclo- 
ſed in paſt within bꝛead, vnder the bzead, 
oꝛ with the bꝛeade, oꝛ from vs by. ri, oz 
xv. thouſand ioꝛneps, as though the true 
Temple of Jeſus Chꝛyſte, is any other 
thing than the hearte of a faithfull man, 
and he that ſercheth it without, ſhal both 
loſe his paines and remapne frultrate of 
his hope, 

25 Let vs ſpeake (my b:ethzen) of Jes 
ſus Chꝛyſte and his communication, as 
people pꝛouing and fecling in our lelues 
what it is tobe nouriſhed in oure conſci⸗ 
ences and ſoules, with the pzeſence + vers 
tue of y ſame,otherwiſe to what vſe will 
ſerue vs our ſubfill interp2etativs 4 pars 
ticular declarations whiche wee bzyng 
fozth? In the ende, the woꝛlde is not ſo 

bluynde, but they can and will vnderſtand 
and fynde, that we are rather ledde by a 
ſpirit ot ſtomack than of the true ʒeale of 
Gods gloꝛie, in the ende euerp one will 

4 fe that thoſe pzeachers ſearche no other 


thing 
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thing than to maintepne them lelues in 
the friendſhip of the wozld. | 

26 But nowe to returne fo the confir- The wn deins. | 

mation of the vnderſtandyng that wee og oi I 
haue giuen to this place of the holy Sup? Wordes ofthe 
per, let vs conſpder, that if in all things holy Supper. 
that Chaiſte our Loꝛde hath pꝛopounded 
to manyfelt the neceſſitie that we haue 
to be in him and he in vs, we ſhold ſerche 
a pꝛeſence coꝛpoꝛall and fleſhly, it ſhould 
bee (as who lap) neuer to come to ende: 
foz in the olde Teſtament Chzilte hath 

bin pꝛopoũded to vs in diuers creatures, 

nas a lamb, Manna, Mater, Stone, Ta⸗ 
ble, meate, bzead, feaſts, t other things, 
- as may beer ſene by ſuche as reade the ho⸗ 
ly Scripture. Vee him ſelfe in his pꝛea⸗ 
chings doth cal him a way, a deze, bꝛead 
of childzen, a vyne, with other like thin- Note the ab- 
ges. Now, it in place where Chꝛiſt ſad: ge of the 
Jam the doze, who entreth not by me fe 
ſhall not be ſaued: he had ſayd this, A am „ordes ot che 
be, che wyng with his finger a doze, ſhal Supper. 
we ſay foz al that j Cbꝛyſt hath tranſfoz- 
med oz tranſubſtanciate him ſelf into the 
1 matter of a doze:it our redeemer in place 
C.j. where 


A moſt Chriſtian - 


-/ , Wwherehe ſayd,Jam the vine and you are 
Note the inter- the bʒzaches, had ſapd, this am J, ſhewing 
pretation of the vinc, and that are you, handlyng the 
thele words. bꝛaànches, coulde we ſay fo2 all that, that 

Jeſus Chzyſt would comunitate his ſub⸗ 

ſtance into a grape, and that the Apoſtles. 

ſhould be tranſnatured into bzaunches? Þ 

ſure who were of ſuch opinion,diſconered Ml 

_lufficiently his ignozance and infirmitie» | 
27 Notwithſtanding,(you others my 
bꝛethꝛen) make pour pzincipall piller vps 
pon ſuche manner of ſpeakings, and all 
to make the poꝛe ignoꝛant people beleue 
that Chꝛyſte hath made pꝛomiſe to giue 
himſelſe with the bzead,bycauſe that has 
uing taken bꝛead, and bzeaking it, he ſaid 
this is my body: which woꝛdes (ſimply 
vnderftanded) are as much as to lay,my 
body which is broken, offered, deliuered, 
and lacrifiſed ſoz you, is bzead, oz like tts 

this bꝛead whiche you bzeake, eate and 

| digeſt fo2 the nouriture of your body: In 
F like fozt,J being the beuenly b:ead, ſhal 
be b2cken fo2 vou, to p end vou may haue 
fpiritual ⁊ eternal life:therfoze dot cele⸗ 
2995 this, p is to ſay, this bzeaking and 
reteite 
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receite of bꝛead in remembꝛante of me. 2 
28 To make cõcluſion ot this matter, C mperiſoa 

J vnderſtand that our redeemer Jeſus is berwene the 

the frute ot᷑ lyfe, who hauing put Himſelf firſt and ſe- 

on the tree ofthe Croſſe, hath defaced the cond Adam. 

ſinne and tranſgrelſion, whiche the frute 

of the tre defended bꝛought to vs: Ande⸗ 

uen as Adam, haupng eaten of ſuche a 

frute, did make hymſclfemmite of Cod: 

in contrary manner, when wee partict- . 

pate with Jeſus Chꝛiſt crucified, we are 

receiued into the god fayuour and loue of 

oure Heauenly Father, and that by the 

onelp bountie, merite, and interceſſion 

of the ſelf her, who on the free ofthe crofle 

did conſtitute hymlſeife the krute of Iyie 

fo2 vs, beyr.g aſſured that the participa⸗ 

tion of that pzectous Frute is not done 

either by water, wine, bꝛead, oꝛ any other 

creature whatſoeuer, but by the woꝛke 

and operation indicible of the holy ſpirit, 

who hauing called the choſen and pzede-,, ne to . 

ſinate of God, doeth teache them their ceiue Chryſt. 

ſinnes and abhominable tranſgreſſions p lection. 

by meane of the pꝛeſentation of the ho- Vocation. 


lie Lawe, her ſheweth vato them they Pcoancc. 


C. v. dams 
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damnation x ſentence ofeternall death» 


the whiche they fe&le ſo in their heartes. 
that by experience they may well aſſure | 
them (clues, that the ire and wzathe of 
| Cod hath bin lo manifeſted to them, that 
The due Fro. they haue ſwallowedpangs of death, and 
halve Cluyh ſeene befoꝛe their eyes the thꝛoate of hell 
6 to know the CONTOUNDE and deuoure them: there they 
necefsitic wee Iynd the frute of the tree of knowledge of 
haue of bym. god and euill: they ſozrowe and weepe 
with a penaunce molt bitter the miſera⸗ 
ble bankets oꝛ repaſts whiche they haue 
taken of ſuch a meate andfruite, not on⸗ 
ip in the perſon of their father Adam, but 
alſo with their pzoper mouth, 
29 After that by ſuch means, the holy 
fpirit hath abaſed the arrogacte of man, 
his pꝛide and pꝛeſumption, and ſhewed 
him by experit᷑te the diffinitine ſentence 
t areft irreuocable of the eternal ageinſt 
ſinners,he beginneth to comfozt and giue 
The faithefull him god hope, ſhe wing him (as a far off) 
feele the pre- the Tree of lyfe, and the vinifying frutte 
lerice of Chiiſt hanging vpon it, the whiche by little and 
in heir hart. little, degree and degree, fayth andfayth, = 
and vertue and vertue, makes him . , 
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ſwallow and digeſt the heauenly bꝛead 
Jeſus Chzyſt,yea with ſuch erperience x 

| feeling, that no meat in the woꝛld ol how 
'  greatnouriture ſoeuer it be, is ſo ſenſible 
in the bodie, as the frute of life (Jeſus 
Chꝛyſt) is in the ſoules of the faythfull, 
with ſuch manileſtation by god woꝛkes 
outwardly,that others may ſæ 4 knowe 
with what meate they be fed. 

30 Foz when we eate ol euerp other The life of « 
meate, the body of bim that eateth pꝛo⸗ ee NN 
ueth only the pꝛelente ol the meate. But pa ng 
in ſuche as eate Chzylt, the true frute of him. 

the tre ol life, is diſcerned ſuche an exam⸗ 

ple in their perſons, ſuch ioy and pacience 

in afflictions,ſuch care to moꝛtiũie the old 

Adam, ſuch a renũciation of the things of 
the woꝛld, with affection to the lyfe eters 
nall, that their neighbours and kreendes 
acompanying them, may ſee that they eat 
other meate than the deuourers of cere⸗ 
monies doo. 
zi When they haue truely, eſſential⸗ 
ly, and really participated of the bodie 
and bloud of Chzylte (by faithas is ſayd) 
of Jeſus Chzyſte, all entier, true God, 
C.itj, and 
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and true man, they aſſure them ſelues of 
ſuche a coniunction with him, that they 
haue no neede to gee to ſearche hym, eys 
ther in p armoꝛie of Pꝛeeſts, oꝛ betwene 
the hands of men, to receiue him either 
with the bꝛead oz with the water, as be⸗ 
ing fullp aſſured that Jeſus Ch iſt dwel⸗ 
leth in them, and that they be fleſh of his 
fleſh, and bones of his bones, 

32 And pet fo? all this, they fozbeare | 
not to apꝛoch to theholy table of the od 
to celebꝛate the holy Supper with theyz Þ} 
b:ethzen and chyldꝛen of the ſame hea⸗ 
uenlp father: Neither go they thither to 

recciue Ch2ylte of newe in bzead oz in 

wyne, by grace oz merite: but their firſt 
cauſe of going thither is, to certiſie to al 

the church that they are of the number ol 
thoſe p receiue Jeſus Chʒiſt foztheir on⸗ 
ly redeemer c lamoz,foz their eternal ſa⸗ 
crificato2,their chief king, loꝛd, ſouerain 
pꝛophet x dodoꝛ to teach them in al truth. 

- 233 Decondly,they take the holy ſupper 
as à gage & aſſurãce of the god wil of the 
heuenly father towards the, the ſame bes 
ing ſo conſtant & * it wil neuer 


change. 
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change. Foz euen as God hath pꝛomiſed 
by othe, that the ſacrificatoz ſhal be eters 
nal, euen ſo ſhall be the ſacriſicature and 
|  facrificefoz expiation ot our ſinnes. 
f 34 Thirdly,they receiue iny Supper 
the ſeale ofratification & coarmation of 
grace, with recociliation pꝛononoũced by 
the pꝛeaching of p goſpell, to the end by 
ſuch mean, faith might ve augmented in 
them, ſeing 5 God is not only cõtented to 
gdiue them p woꝛd ok retonciliation to al⸗ 
ſign his pꝛomiſes with d bloud of his pꝛo⸗ 
per ſonne, but hath alſo ſigned and ſealed 
his Golpell of reconciliation with ſeales 
declaring in a wonderfull maner, y very 
things conteined in the letters patentes 
nnd pꝛomis of the goſpel æ happy newes. 
35 Fourthlp, the Lait htul ſee in the holy 
Supper, as in a table andliuely poztrait, 
the communion and participation which 
they haue inwardly in their hartes with 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, knowing alſo pal the noz1s 
ture & ſpiritual vigoz which they ſee in the 
comes of the pꝛeſence of hem whom they 
conſider and beholde figured t repꝛeſen⸗ 
ted in the holy and ſacred Ceremonie of 
C. iiij. the 
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the Supper: by meane of which conſide- 
Excrifice of ration, they render thanks to the Lo2de 
ehanks giuing fog the fapth, hope, moztification, 4 con» | 
5 the hol ſtancie whiche they feele to be communts | 
SRpPer- cated to them by the power and benign⸗ 
nitie of him that dwelleth in them. And 
by this mean, their faith being augmen⸗ 
ted, they participate moꝛe  moze with 
Jelus Chzift once receiued. 
1 36 Finally they lerne in the holy ſup- 
W| - Confirmation per, he vnitie and charitie whiche wee 


and aug men- 


a8 2H ric dugbt to haue one with an other: And ſe⸗ 
receiued in the ing We pꝛoteſt in the reteite ot᷑ the bolie 
Supper. Sacrament to be one bodie ⁊ one church, 
membkꝛes ol one ſoueraine heade Jeſus 
Chaiſt,it is god reſon alſo that we lerne 
to imitate the Sympathia and mutuall 
compaſſton whiche wee ſee daylyin oure 
bumaine bodies, whereof if one of oure 
armes bee hurte, the other ſerueth and 
comfozieth it, the feet refuſing they; pꝛo⸗ 
The holy Sup- per office to march and go, are content to 
Ne ker pe themſelues in bed, to the ende the 
v — , * 
eee arme being hurt may bee in reſt, the ſto⸗ 


of one to ano. Macke is ſatiſñied with a lender repaſte, 
cher. to the end to eale that part that is diſtreſs 
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ſed ; in effect, euerp one of the outward x 
inward membꝛes, do ſo accomodate their 
| office and function to the eaſe and com⸗ 
fiogꝛt ot the hurte place, that in them may 
be noted a wonderful harmonie x league 
ol one part with an other, the ſame alſo 
being lyuely repꝛeſented and expꝛellp re- 
commeded vato vs in the celebꝛation of 
the holy Supper of the Loꝛde, to the ende 
that euery one of vs, map with moſt dili⸗ 
gent care, laboure to pꝛeſerue the vnitie 
of the body of Chʒiſt, and ſuppoꝛting one 
an other, may learne to couer the faults 
of our bzethze, pardon their wzongs, not 
to rebuke and exaggerate to muche their 
ignoꝛances, but rather to interpꝛet them 
to the beſt, and to teache them with cha⸗ 
ritie. Let vs learne in the celebzation of 
the holy ſacramẽt, to make vs partakers 
of the afflictions and perſecutions of our 
b:ethzen, whome we conkeſle in the re⸗ 
ceit of the ſupper to bee the members of 
Chꝛyſt with vs. 
37 Behold here (in effect my dere bze- 
thzen) one parte of the ſpirituall frutes 
that the childzen of Godreceiueinthere-. | 
C. v. ceite b 
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teite of the Supper of oure Lo2de truly 
admynyltred and ſimply vnderſtanded, 
knowing right well that Chzifte had no 
other meaning in the inſtitution of thoſe 
ſacraments, than to manyfeſt by viſible 
woꝛdes (as Saint Auguſtine ſapeth) the 
god wil of God towards men, that is, to 
purge, waſhe, and make them cleane by 
the water of bis grace, and by the bloud 
of bis pꝛopꝛe ſon,tocomtoyn,knit,t incozs 
pozate them with him, euen as the meat 
is made one thing with our fleſh, in ſuch 
ſozt that euẽ as in the exterioꝛ pꝛeaching 
ofthe goſpel the Loꝛd doth offer and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent to all the wozld the benefit of recon⸗ 
ciliation by Chziſt, in like maner the ſa⸗ 
traments be as a table oꝛ opẽ ſhop, wher⸗ 
in the benignitic, mercy 4 charitie of our 
God, be expoſed to every one, offered and 
— repzeſented liuelp in the tables: And mi⸗ 
ſerable ſhal they be, who not ſerching the 
tyfes liuelp refection and true waſhing 
within, do embꝛate the coꝛruptible and 
decetuable elements, and double miſera⸗ 
ble Chal they be, who naming themſelues 
ae of * . paſtozs of the. /} 
| troupe | 
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troupe of God, would feede the ſoules of 
their ſheepe with meates that wil periſh 
andco2rupt, 
38 But now to return to our purpoſe 

begon, J toke occaſion (my dere beloued 1 
bꝛethzen) to wzite you theſe few lines, as 2 
ſeeing y ſmal frute of my requeſt on pour 
bebalf, whe J ſpake to Monſieur Mathi- 

as Y ilyricus, who, was ſapd to be the Su⸗ 
perintendent of your churche, with who 

J perſuaded very modeſtly to ſhew vnto 

vou, and conſider himſelfe the infancie of 

this church, perſecuted e thꝛetned on eue⸗ 

ry ſide, aſſapled with many enimies, and 

battred with dinerſitie of opinions, with 

aduiſe beſides, that the tyme was moze 

pꝛoper to pzeache and teach to the people 

the faythe and hope whiche wee ought to 

ble to moztifie ourc wicked affections, 
witha regarde of care to enterteine the 
league of charitie one with an other, thã 
to impart with the ſimple and ignoꝛant 


ſozt ſuche debates and queſtions, as wee 
baue rayſed vppon the matter of oure 
tonfeſſions: Seyng withal, that ſuch diſ⸗ 
ſentiõs are rather pzonouncedofa 3 
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of the hart to p2efcrre our eloquence,and 
p2ocure to our ſelues a peculiar eſtimati⸗ 


on aàmongeſt men, than of purpole necel- | 


ſary foꝛ theedificatid of our pietie: which | 
albeit he ſeemed to like of, with adiſpoſi» |} 
tion to admit and perfozme my requeſts, 
pet contrarily, I ſe he is epther the au⸗ 
tho; oz inſtigatour of a confeſſion of faith 
which you haue ſet a bzoach in this chur⸗ 
che of Antwerpe in which confeſſion, A 
can not only fynd any one point of y thzee 
mentioned in my conference with him, 
but alſo it ſeemes to certen, that you haue 
raiſed this confeſſion expꝛeliy to trouble 
this pœꝛe afflictedchurche. The Loꝛde of 
his godneſſe giue you true knowledge 
and repgntance of that whiche you do: 
foz touching the chiefe point of dure Re- 
ligion, that is to ſay, Faith, Jfynde not 
in pour confeſſion many texts noꝛ places 

which kindle the heart of man to imbꝛace 
the doctrine of Jeſus Chꝛiſte. A thyng 
whiche J coulde eaſily appointe with my 
kynger, if A woulde as vainely employ 
my time in confutation, as I ſee a num⸗ 
ber do at this oh in diſputation; onely J 
thanks 
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thanke GDD, that by other meanes her 
bath taught me the doctrine ol his truth: 
fo2 if at my firſte arriuall, Xhadencouns 
 tredyour confeſſion of faith, to lerne me 
tobe a chziſtian, J coulde not haue much 
pꝛofited in a leſſon of fayth ſo full ot que⸗ 
ſtions, debates, and diſſentions. 
39 Deare bꝛethꝛen, if ycu will with 
iudgement reade ouer that, whiche your 
authoz hath wꝛitten in youre name, vou 
ſhall fynde, that neither Scotus noz any 
other Sophiſters of the Papiſts, haue ſo 
muche endarkned the doctrine of Jeſus 
Chꝛyſt, noꝛ cladit with ſo many queſti⸗ 
ons, as certeine of pou haue done:wherof 
(foz example) let vs ſuruey bꝛiellꝑ foure 
certeine points and that moꝛe to reueale 
the llender edilication that their readers 
may hope foꝛ of ſuche leſſons, than to ens 
comber our ſelues with the confutation 
of ſuch vanities, Reade the Ar- 
40 Touching that whiche you ſay of tic!cs of che 
our inheritaunce of the oziginall ſynne, See ki. 
and fre will loft, the wozld it ſelfedoth ye be bert 
declare well inough at this dax, that eue- o nder ſtande 


rie one hath gotten a god lump of the in⸗ the articles 0+ 
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herifance ofthe coꝛruption of Adam, and 
the oꝛiginall ſinne as they call it, neither 
doe your wzytings diſpence oꝛ diſcharge 
you of your parte thereof, And J beleeue 
(as cu lay) that men now adayes haue 
not any Free wyll , ſeepng it mape bee 
further beleued, that there bee a greate 
manye that haue ſlender ſenſe and well 
woꝛſe vaderitanding, as being altoge⸗ 
ther ruled and caried ouer by their affec⸗ 
tions. 

4 Touching the matter of the incars 
nation of the ſonne of G O D, and re⸗ 
demption of man, J could wel haue par⸗ 
doned you the obmyſſpon ok the (ubtill 
queſtions vou vſe therin, ſearching curi⸗ 
ouſly the houſe wherin Chzylt dwelleth, 
Item, what make we ofaſcenſion:oz the 
ſigntfication of this wozbheauen? oz the 
right hande of Cod ? ſo that you woulde 
teach vs the true meane to receiue Jeſus 
Chꝛyſte into oure ſelues, ſeœing it pleas 

ſeth him, in reſpec ok his godneſle, to 
make his dwellyng in the hear ts of the 
kaithful and regenerate, Other ways of 
what vle is Jeſus Ch2ylt to vs a ſo 
arre 
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farre from the hart of man as you make 
bym ? 15.4. 

2 Touching youre place of inftifying 
ch vnderſtande not pour language, 
where you ſay that only fapth, by meane 
whereof wee take (as ofa hande) the bes 
nefite of Jeſus Ch2ylte to obteine iuſti⸗ 
fication, regeneration and health ; and 
immedtatly after you ſaye, that by the 
Sacramentes, are imputed and applied 
to vs the 8 and merite of Jeſus 
Chzylte. 15.4. 2 

43 Jn the doctrine of iuſtiſtcation pon 
ſay it is a moſte harde queſtion to knowe 
what is that true iuſtice whiche makes 
vs iuſte and agreeable to Cod, with at⸗ 
teinement of eternall lyfe : but J had ra⸗ 
| ther that withont ſo manp argumentes, 

confutations, and ſubtilties, you hadde 
ſhewed to the poꝛe and ignoꝛant people, 
what is the chꝛiſtian iuſtice, and by what 

meane ſhe is giuen to vs. B. x. 

44 Touching the point of god works 

you ſay that y wozks which me ought to 

cal god, are thoſe which Ood demaũds in 
* ward, and p thoſe which be * 
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and guided by the ſpirit of God, are they 
which ſhew the frutes ofa god Tris: 4 
7 belteue it well, and conclude vpon youre 
ſaping,that who hath not zeale,loue,cha- | - 
ritie, who ſuffereth not all thyngs with 
acience, taketh euery thing in the belle 
parte, couereth the faultes of his neigh 
bour, and laboureth not to put peace in 
place of diſſentiõ, can not haue regenera⸗ 
tion. And touchyng the reſt ol your que⸗ 
ſtions, whether god woꝛks concurre in 
tuſtification, as a cauſe foʒmall oz efficts 
ent, the ſimple people hath not to do, con⸗ 
tenting themlelues with this beleef,that 
regeneration « faith without god wozks 
is a mere hipocriſie and thing dead, and 
that it is neceſſary, that our newe obc- 
dience ſerue as witneſle of oure reconci⸗ 
liation and iuſtification. 
45 Nowe (deare bzethzen) as J am 
voyde of intent herein eyther to examin' 
oꝛ exaggerate the newneſle of your cons- 
feſſion, and much leſſe to confute it by ar⸗ 
_ gumentes, ſo} will leaue to the conſide- 
ration of the Reader, your excuſe in cut⸗ 
ting off the comaundement of the _ I 
od, 
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God vnder pzetextofcerteinegloſes and 
diſtinctions vnwoꝛthy to be vttered: foz 
here we do not diſpute whether the come 
maundement not to make any images 
of veneration, be acommandement-par- 
ticular, oz an appendix of an other, whe⸗ 
ther it be ceremoniall oz moꝛall: but we 
will here maynteine that it is an audaci⸗ 
tie moſt curſed to cut off from the law of 
oure God any one woꝛd, ſœing ſpecially 
that that ſumme and content of cũmaun⸗ 
dement is ſo ſhoꝛt and campendious that 
it tonteineth but tencommaundements, 
the which if God woulde haue abzidged, 
be knew better how to do it than we, and 
therfoze ſuch as vndertake to coʒred his 
ſcile and accuſe him of pzoliritte,giue ſuf- 
fictentp2ofe of their abominatle teme- _ 
ritie. 
46 But let vs now tome to the pꝛin⸗ 
cipall poynt of your debate and auncient 
queſtion, the which vpon a bꝛauerp yon 
ſeeme to renue vppon euerp purpoſe andy 
place, without hauing reſpect to the gret 
flaunder of thoſe that bee weake. Firſt 
1 nnen 
J. g 


* 
TIE | 
% ; T% 7 * 
* 


—— 
——— — 


| AmoſtChiiſtian 


The opinion the Supper in theſe wozds:Credimmrgi- 
ot Mathias YI- gur Chriſto affirmanti, quod corpus ſans 
Iyricus = ” eius Vere ac realiter in ſacra Cana ad- 
- x wi p50 1 b Fl Le, detu rg, exterue modo ac cipiendu cum 
| Supper. pare & Lino uon fide tantum, aut Hiritua- 
* | liter, 44g, tam ab indignis, quam 4a dignts 
ur, & contraria decentes, cum Augu- 
ſtana conſtſſione conſentiendo, damnamus. 
5 That is to ſap: Mee beleeue in Chzylte 
who aſſureth vs that his body and bloud 
be truly and really. in the ſacred ſupper, 
and that it is giuen vs in taking it out- 
wardly with the weadand wyne, not on ⸗ 
ty with faith and ſpiritually: the which 
bod is eaten as wel ot the vnwozthp, as 
of thoſe that be wanthy: And thoſe that 
Call teache the contrary, wee ( ſtickyng 
to the Confeſſionof. Aus purge) do con- 
demne them. | 


47 ſ&here(mybzeth2cn)pour godly 
entrieofy article of your Supper, which 
we may, not impꝛoperly, liken to that 
of the newe inquiſitozs, who tondemne, 

: anathematize, excommunicate, and call 

Yeretikes, andconfounders of p church, 

All thole whiche receiue not their _ 


* - 
X 3 
0 * 

* „ 

*. - * ” 


and godly Sermon. 26 


fion, which me thinke you do alſe as of 
purpole to maynteyne youres of - 
| ſpurge, as though it were à *pith Goſpel 
dz newe Symbole of the Creve. What 
hall wer ſape (bꝛethzen) to theſe mats 
ters? haue you no ſhame that men of god 

iudgement and vnderſtandyng, ſhoulde 

reade ſuche haultie and raſhe wo2des? 

WMho are they that haue ſet the authour 

of the Confeſſion of Auſpurge, oz that 
of pours in ſuche authozitie o2 degree of 
the Churche, that they may pꝛonounce 
Sentence of damnation ageynſte ſuche 
as wyll not admit theyz interpꝛetatisn 
vppon a place oz Text of the @cripture? 

What is hee of any iudgement at all, 
who wyll not feare to fozſake the ty2zan- 
nie of the Papiſtes, to enter into an o⸗ 
ther, almoſt of lyke condition? Wee call 
the Pope Antechꝛyſt, tyꝛaunt and but- 
cher of mens conſciences, bycauſe that 
without libertie toheare men ſpeake, he 
tondemneth and excommunitates them, 
and pet vour doings are nothing inferioʒ 
to bis crueltie, in pzonouncing condem⸗ 


nation, not onely ageinſt your enimies. 
Di. y. but 
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but alſo ageinſt ſuche as you reteiue foz 
youre bzethzen and companions in the 
wozke ofthe Lozde, and who no lcfle 
foz the duetie of Chꝛiſtians, than to take 
away the ſlaunder from the Churche of 
Chꝛyſte, do ſearche by all they2 poſſible 
meanes to lyue in loue and friendſhip 
with pou. 
48 à could willingly ſay to the authoz 
pl pour confeſſion, as the Apoſtle ſapth: 
Rom 14. My bꝛother, my frend, what art thou that 
condemnes the ſeruãts ol an other; Who 
| bath giuen thee ſuch power? Art thou his 
Tha redemer? Art thou his iudge: Art thou he 
in the name ol whome he hath bin bapti⸗ 
ſed? Yath he not a maiſter, who, ik he fall 
wil raiſe him agein, and hath the power 
to do it? But of what purpoſe are theſe 
woꝛds, when we finde our harts ſo hard⸗ 
ned, that wee ferle not at al the very cha⸗ 
fliſements, which God lets fal vpon our 
beades. 

49 Let vs marke and conſider what 
miſerable iſſues our pꝛechings, confeſſi- 

bons, wzytings,andcommentaries,bzing 
fozth; Let vs alſo behold what frutes are 

bzought 
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bzought ta oure audience by oure wozds, 
what refozmatis of life in our churches, 
wherin raign ſtill wãtõneſſe, lubzicities, 
'' gluttomes,dzonkenneſſe,vſurie, deceits, 
with a thouſad ſuch like vices, which we 
let paſſe,making our ſelues many tymes 
( by winking) companions to thoſe that 
commit them, ſwallowing (as oure Das 
utour Chzylt layth) the Camels, andaf- 
ter paſſing by the cloutes the litle gnats, 
which meaneth that we pꝛonounte con- 
demnation ageinſt ſuch who pierce not 
the ſubtilties of oure interpꝛetations in 
Chzyltes Supper: making ſmall recke⸗ 
ning of the crimes and diſſolutiõs which 
are committevdayly afoze oure epes J 
pꝛay you what may meane lo many lo2ts 
of cõmunitations of Chzilt, the one phy⸗ Y!1yricus in 
ſicall, and an other myſkical,an other ſpi⸗ ieren of bis 
rituall, and an other ſatramentall, togy⸗ n 
ther alſo with thoſe whyche you put in g Fe. 
your confeſſion, the one common both to munication 
the god e to the euil, when they ſay, this of Chryſt. 
is my body, and the other, when they ſay, | 
Do this in remembzaunce ofme. Thoſe 
with ſuch like cõmunications of Chailte, 
D. iii. wer 


\ moſt Chriſtian 
we neuer learned in the woꝛde of God, 


but of the contrary, wee knowe foz truth 
that there is but one mean to recetue Jes 
ſus Chꝛyſte, and haue communication 
with hun, that is to ſay, liucly faith, and 
that accompanied with repentaunte and 
penance of our ſinnes palled, enewnelle 
of life to tome. would to God we were 
wel taught and exerciſed in this manner 
ofcommunicatid of Ch2ylt; foz touching 
the reſt, what aſſuraunce may wee take 
of the doctrine of youre article, whiche is 
not dzapnedout of the wozdof God, but 
rather of the interpꝛetations of men:? 
J p2aye you ſhewe me where it is that 
Chꝛpſte affirmeth , that his bodye and 
bloud be truelyand really in the bzead, 
vnder the bzead, oz within the bzeade of 
the Supper, and that he giueth bymlſelfe 
to bee eaten cxteriozly with the bzeade 
and wine, the ſame being not done not 
onely by Fayth, oz ſpiritually, but that 
he is eaten as well of the vnwozthy as 
thole that be wozthp. 
8 5o Pe thinks (deare bꝛethꝛen) that, le⸗ 
ing you wil be eſtæmed ſo diligent i — — 
Obler⸗ 


Meane to re- 
ceiue Chry ſt 
by only faith. 
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obſeruati of the woʒds of the ſcripture, 
as p2eferring nothing which is not dza- 
wen out of the ſame, it is neceſſary pow 
know, that in al pour article there is not wits 
one wozd of the woꝛds of Chzilt: but we. Goa! 2 
file teacheth vs the contrary, ſaving, that all. 6 
the vnbeleruing and vawazthy can not Cor. 
polleſle Chziſte,noz be membzes of him, 
ſeing they haue not a mouth of fayth to 
receiue him. 
51 WBeltdes, J le that your very confef- 
ſion doth not accoꝛde at all, with that of 
"| < {«:}«7ge,wherof youmake ſo greate a 
buckler, no leſſe to mayntepne you in 
the gad opynion of the woꝛlde, than to 
b:yng your — vnder the p2otec- = 
tion ot and potentates , who at 
the — very wiſely and chzi⸗ 
ſtianlye the pꝛeſentation of this Con- 
feſſion, Foz the woꝛdes of the Authour — 
bee theſe, Article.10. DeCaeana Domi do- 


cent, quod cum pane & uino vere:exbibean- 
tur corpus et ſanguis Chriſti, veſcentibus in 


cæna domini, that is to ſay: Touching the 
N E Lode, they teache, that 
D.tii, with 
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418 A moſt Chriſtian 
with tbe bꝛead and wine be erhibited the 
body and bloud of Chzyſte, to thoſe that 
eate the Supper of the Lo2de. ger | 
52 Jn thele wozdes the Confeſſion of +|- 
ere make no mention to receyue 
the body ol Chꝛiſte really andexteriozly, 

- as youlay in youres, neither make they 
mention at all that the wozthie and vn⸗ 
wozthie do receiue it. 

. $3 But here vnto you ſay that we haue 
not the true and incoꝛrupte confeſſion of 
Aupurge, but that vou haue tertein Co- 

pies and exemplaries thereof beſt coꝛrets '|* 

715 ted, whiche you follow in your doctrrine: 

is it poſſible ( bꝛethꝛen) you ſhoulde be ſo 

negligent in the cozredion of your cons 
feſlton wherof you make ſo great value? 

Jam not of opints that the pzincesP20- 

teftats wold ſuffer to be pzinted in their 

townes, articles of their confeſſion, con⸗ 
tamwmatedand imperfect; truly you trou⸗ 
ble greatly the wozld: foz if thoſe which 
folow not your confeſſion,be condemned 
by your ſentence,and you onely haue the 
true copie of this confeſſion, wer muſte = 
_ theneceſlarily come to you as toaſpzing - 
0; 
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29 
oz fountain of truth andhelth: ſome may 


' ſay (as in deriſion of thole things,) that 
wee muſt come on pilgrimage to ſearche 
- your regiſters and bokeſhops, as in ty- 
mes palk they went to leruſale, Rome, 02 
S.lames, Oh god God, what mockerie, 
what pꝛeſumption of people: But, to pꝛe⸗ 
nent vou of cauſe of complainte ageynſt 
vs, and that yaur incoſideration be moze 
manpkeſtlp diſcouered, we will recite the 
article of your incoꝛrupt cõfeſlion, which 
as you ſay to be reſerued with ou, ſo vou 
(hall fynde it beareth not a woꝛde of that 
which vou haue vttered. 
54 Poure woꝛdes be theſe : Sequimur 
igitur in bat controuerſia ſententiam decimi . 
articuli Auguſtanæ conſtſſi ionis. porro . Ar- — * Fe 
ticulus ille decimus ua habet in mcorrupm = © 


confeſſt one, quam ſequimur : De cana Do- 
mini docent, quod corpus & ſa anguis C hristst 
were adſint, & diſtribuantur veſcentibus in 


Cena domini & improbant ſecus docentes. 

That is to ſay: Mee followe in this que- 

ſtion and debate, the aduiſe and ſentence 

of the tenth Article of the Confeſſion of 

* tenth 5 : 
.v. in 
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in this ſozte, in the confeſſion whiche we 
followe, whiche is not cozrupted : It is 
taught, touching the ſupper of the Loꝛde, 
that the body and bloud of Chzylt be tru- 
le pꝛeſent, and bee diſtributed to ſuche 
© aseate in the Dupper of the Lozde, ney⸗ 
"i ther are they appzoued whiche teache o⸗ 
ther wayes. 

55 Howe (bzethzen) Jp2ay you ſhe w 
mee where it is that you finde here your 
realities, and vbiquities, oꝛ that the uns 
wozthy do eate the body of Chzyft, with 
other ſozts of doctrines whiche you haue 
pꝛeferred, and wold authoziſe them with 
the confeſſion of Au purge, whyche not- 
withſtanding, wee wyll — receine as a 
rule of our Chʒiſtianitie, and muche leſſe 
the Confeſſion of any other man that is 
vppon earth. 

56 We wil be chꝛiſtians, and ſo be cal⸗ 
Wen wil follow the confeMon of faith, 
whiche oure GDD the father, and Je- 
ſus Chzyſte his Sonne haue lefte vnta 
vs: that is tw (aye, the dyupne woꝛde 

in the olde and new Teſtament, as the | 
ſumme ot cure Religion; Wee _ | 
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the ſimbols of fayth receiued of olde time 
in the Churche: we haue not bin bapti- 
i the names of Martine, Zwingli- 
us, 02 Caluyn, but in the name of the Fa- 
ther, the Sonne and the holy Ghoſte: by 
whiche meanes, wee detelte and abhoꝛre 
all thoſe names and ſurnames of Pars 
tialities, that is to ſape, Martiniſtes, 
Z winglians, and Caluiniſts, with other 
like, knowing very well that GDD is 
greately diſpleaſed with ſache ſeparati⸗ 
ons and partialities in the doctrine of re⸗ 
ligion: And J wiſh with al my hart, that 
the doctours whiche haue taught here be⸗ 
foꝛe, and ſuche as at this day doe pꝛeache 
the Ooſpell, were of moze modeſtie and 
wiſdom, and purely conſecrated to ſearch 
the glozie of the Lozde, and not they: 
owne pꝛoper pꝛapſe: then ſhould the peo⸗ 
ple bee in moze lybertie of conſcience , 
and the wozſhippers of one onely God, 
and not of moztall men, ignozaunt and 
blynde , who, makyng them ſelues as 
Jdolls, doe deſire to bee followed and 
* holden ingreate admyzafion; J would 
in Godthat euery one would ſay with 
Sainck 


A moſt Chriſtian 
in this ſozte, in the confeſſion whiche we 
faollowe, whiche is not cozrupted: It is 
taught, touching the ſupper of the Lo2de, 
that the body and bloud of Ch2ylt be tru⸗ 
iy pꝛeſent, and bee diſtributed to ſuche 
aseate in the Dupper of the Lode, ney⸗ 
ther are they appꝛoued whiche teache os 
ther wayes, INES 

Nowe (bꝛethꝛen) Apzay you ſhew 
mee where it is that you finde here your 
realities, and vbiquities, oz that the vn⸗ 
wozthy do eate the body of Chzyft, with 
other ſozts of doctrines whiche you haue 
pꝛeferred, and wold authoziſe them with 
the confeſſion ol A«/«rge, whyche not ⸗ 
withſtanding, wee wyll not receine as a 
rule of our Chziſtiamtie, andmuche leſſe 
the Confeſſion of any other man that is 
vppon earth. 

56 We wil be chꝛiſtians, and ſo be tal⸗ 
led, we wil follow the confeſſion of faith, 
whiche oure GDD the father, and Je- 
ſus Chzylte his Sonne haue lefte vnta 
vs: that is tw (aye, the dyupne wade 
in the olde and new Teſtament, as the 
ſumme of cure Religion; Wee _ 


the ſimbols of fayth receiued of olde time 
in the Churche : we haue not bin bapti- 
zedin the names of Martine , Zwingli- 
us, 02 Caluyn, but in the name of the Fa- 
ther, the Sonne and the holy Ghoſte: by 
whiche meanes, wee deteſte and abhoꝛre 
all thoſe names and ſurnames of Pars 
tialities, that is to ſape, Martiniſtes, 
Z winglians, and Caluiniſts, with other 
like, knowing very well that GD is 
greately diſpleaſed with ſuche ſeparati⸗ 
ons and partialities in the doctcine of res 
ligion: And 4 with with al my hart, that 
the doctours whiche haue taught here be⸗ 
foꝛe, and ſuche as at this day doe pꝛeache 
tbe Goſpcll, were of moze modeſtie and 
wiſdom,and purely conſecrated to ſearch 
the glozie of the Lozde, and not theyz 
owne p2oper pꝛapſe: then ſhould the peos 
ple bee in moze lybertie of conſcience , 
andthe wozſhippers of one onely God, 
and not of moztall men; ignozaunt and 
blynde, who, makyng them ſelues as 
dolls, doe deſire to be followed and 
holden in greate admpꝛation: J would 

in Godthat euere one would ſay with: 


Saint 
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Dain John the Baptiſt, it is meꝛte that 
-Jeſus Chꝛiſte be exalted and magnified, 
and that J be diminiſhed and vnknown; 
it is to Jeſus Chzylt, to whom we ought 
to ſend the poꝛe ſoules, deſirous to fynde 
knowledge and iuſtice, and not to youre 
confeſſions,inftitutions, catechilmes, 02 
commentaries, 
57 Foz the reſte (bꝛethꝛen) youſceme 
to complaine of the greate dinerſitie of 
interpꝛetation that many haue pzonoun- 
ted vpon the woꝛds of the Supper, which 
partely J can not denie, bycauſe many 
deſirous to make their church apart, doe 
raiſe a value oz eſtimation of them ſel- 
ues among their audience, with pzetence 
to celebzate theyz owne names: from 
whence it pzoceeds, that hauing but one 
truth, andone ſimple intelligence in the 
woꝛds of Chzylt,all ſuch as digreſſe from 
the ſame, to vie ſome ſtrange and new oꝛ⸗ 
der, do euerꝝ one bzing into the churche 
his innouation. 
58 But J beſech you conſider, whether 
amongſt thoſe that receiue the tenth arti⸗ 


cle of the conteſlion of e1»/p«rgc,there be 
any 
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any diuerſitie of interpꝛetatid, to the end 
that if you will haue all the wozlbe (foz . 
the eſchuing of the condemnation of pour 

' ſentence) to followe your confeſſton,you 
firſt labour to eſtabliſh an actoꝛd amon⸗ 
geſt pour ſelues, and then euerp one will 
deliberate vppon that he hath to doe. Foz 
you being deuided amongſt youre lelues, 
and of diuers opinions, we are ignoꝛant 
in the part we ought to follow to eſcape 
rour condemnation, 


They of the Confeſsion of Auſpurge agree not 
amongſt themſelues vp6 the words oft the Sup- 

.Reade the boke named Antitheſe, of the true 
and falſe expoſition of the tenth Article of the 
Confeſsion of Auſpurge, the Author of the ſame 
is Sybran Andreas. 


59 Firſt vou knew well that Mathi- 
as Vllyricus, whom thinke to be the aus 
thoꝛ of your confeſſion, is not of opinion 
with thole that haue compoſed and pꝛe⸗ 
ſented the confeſſion of Au purge, and you 
and he are not ignoꝛant of the contenti⸗ 
ons, debates and diſtentions, which be e⸗ 
uen till this dap betweene him e others: 

| All which I will not here repete, bicauſe 
my 
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my intente is not, to kindle the coales of 

diſſention, but rather to quenche them, 

J will not bꝛyng to lyght the faultes of 

bdthers, but rather couer and hyde them, 
albeit it is eaſpe fo2 every man to ſee, 
bothe howe thyngs haue paſſed, and how 
they are nowe vled, and that by 1Bokes 
that are pz:nted, 


Touchyng the difſention of M. Yilyricus with 
Ph. Mclan@hon, and thoſe of the Confeſsion of 
Auſpurge, reade the Epiſtles of Melancthon in 
many places, but chicfly the page. 4 5 2. Alſo the 

Acces Synodals imprinted in he yeate. 155 9. 
Alſo the anſweres giuen to the Legate of Saxon 
| by Ph. Malzadhom. 


60 Touching the bꝛeaking t bꝛuſing 
of bꝛeade, pon ſee Jam ſure, that in thys 
towne of Antwer pe, the Miniſters be not 
of accoꝛde. J leaue aparte the truthe of 
the Queſtion, which pou call indifferent, 
not withſtandyng that the inſtitution of 
the Loꝛde beareth by manyfeſt wozdes, 
the bꝛeaking of the bꝛead. S. Paule cal- 
leth p holy Supper the bzeking of bzead, 
which alſo all the auncient church do ap⸗ 
peoue: And * part, 3 ORD 5 
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chat in the ceremonie of the holie Sup⸗ 
per, the bꝛeaking ol bzeade oughte to bee 
obſerued, as ſignifying and aſſuring to 
vs that Jeſus Chzyfte was offered bzo- 
ken foz vs: fo2 the reſt, as when Chꝛiſt 
celebzatedthe ſupper, whether the bzead 
he had then betwene his hãds, was great Sceke the cum 
92 little, J leaue the deciſion of that que» feſſiou. : 
ſtion to Monſieur Mathias YIlyricus,who K. 10. &. 1c. 
ſayth that Jeſus Chziſte in the Supper, 
bꝛake the bzead, bycauſe the cakes were 
to great, and her had not made pꝛouiſion 
of litle waffernes as we vſe, ſo that ne⸗ 
teſlitie fozced him to bꝛeake the bzeade 
without hauing intent to teach vs ang 
thing by the bꝛeaking ok the bꝛead. 
61 The Churches of the moſte noble 
pzince electoz and Countie Palatyne,re- 
teiue theconfeſſton of Auſpurge, und yet 
in voure Catechiſme vou teache that the 
bafaithful and vnwozthy do not eate the 
body of Chzyite in the Sacrament, the 
which is ageinſt poure article, and conſe⸗ 
quetly ageinſt the confeſſion of Auſpurge. 
6 The diuins of the renoumed pzince 
of 1 haue receiued the conleſlion of 
Aus purge, 


Auf purge, and yet Andreas Hyperius 
doctour of the vniuerſitie of y purge, 
belongyng to the ſapde P2tnce, receyued 
the Confeſſion pꝛeſented by the Straun⸗ 
gers out of the towne of Nee againft 
which cofelion Heſhuſsius his compant- 
ons and yours, haue raiſed many deba- 
tes, to baniſh from the countrey ſuch as 
folowed the ſapd confefſion, the ſame ar⸗ 
guing manifeſtly, that you and your com- 
pantons be not of accoꝛde with the chur- 
ches of the ſayd pꝛince. 

63 Johannes Pincerus, a man lerneds 
no leſſe denonte as you knowe,albeit be 
reteiued the confeſſion of Au purge, wit 
notwithſtanding, a boke againſt the ſayd 
Heſhuſsius, refuting the opinions of the 
Supper, and other thyngs, the whiche 
Heinulsius nameth him lelte to be of the 


ttonkeſſion of Jucpurge, andpoure adhe⸗ 


rent and confederate to mapntepne this 
diſſention. 

64 In the yeare 1565. The right noble 
pꝛinte eled of n, pꝛeſented to the vni⸗ 
uerũtie of /reremberge, the waitings of 
Brentius t James Andreas, as vpon meas , 
ning 
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ning to examin them touching their opi⸗ 
nion of the Supper, wherevnto the vni- 
uerſitie anſwered,that theſayd Brentius 

and Andreas, vſed in this matter diuers 
and ſundzy oꝛders of ſpeche, bothe newe, 
daungerous, and altogither vnknowne 
to the auncient Churche, that is to ſay, 
that the humanitie ol Chꝛiſt was diſper⸗ 
ſed into euer place: that the humaniti⸗ 
ol Chꝛiſte was Creatour ok all things, 
that Iames Andreas confounded the com⸗ 
munication of languages oz pꝛopꝛeties 
in the perſon of Chꝛiſt, and that they fea⸗ 
red that the vniuerſitie of Tubinga and 
the church of Vittenburgh were troubled 
with theſe innouations ok docrin, erhoz⸗⸗ 
ting them to teaſſe from ſuche diſputati- 
ons, with contentment onely to beleene 
that the woꝛds of Chꝛyſte be true, when 
he ſapeth, this is my body. Nowe my bꝛe⸗ 
thzen, what part J pꝛay vou, ſhould wee 
followe, ſeing both the one and the other 
be of the confefſion of Au urge ? 
65 Paule Eberus denyeth erp2eſly,that 
the vnwozthy eate thefleſhe of Chꝛiſte, 
who being of the 0 of Apo: 
J. do 


bs 
| « 1 ,v 
* \ * 
" " 5 — 
Sf % . _— #4 


A moſt Chriſtian 
doth neither agree with vou, noꝛ yet with 
- Brentius, who mainteyneth, that Judas 
Y (in the Supper) did as well receine the 
body of Chꝛyſt, as S. John, oꝛ S. Peter. 
66 The eight article of the confeſſion 
of Aus purge, doth teach, that the vnfaith⸗ 
full are not members ot the churche, and 
therefoze recciue not but the oute ward 
ſignes ol the Supper. So that when you 
ſay that the vnwoꝛthie receyue the body 
of Chziſt, you are there contrary to your 
owne p2oper confeſſion. J pzay you what 
coniunction is there betwene lighte and 
_  darknefſle? What aquaintance betwene 
Jeſus Chzyſte and Belyal? No, let vs ras 
ther remembꝛe andreteyne that which 
the Pꝛophet ſapeth, that God loueth not 
the wicked noꝛ their wickedneſſe, neither 
{hall the vngodly dwell with him. 
67 Phillip Melan&hon, authoz ofthe 
ls confeſſion of e/««rge, in the apologie 
bk the ſameconfeſſion doth teach, that the 
participation of the body of Chzylt is re- 
cetnedof the faithfull by the meditation 
of his benefits: then to receiue Chꝛyſt, it 
is not nedefull to gnawe hym oz 13 
* NS | im 
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him with our teeth. Beſides, the wicked 
which haue no meditation, noꝛ godly re⸗ 
coꝛdation of the benefites of Chzyſte, al⸗ 
though they chaw the bzead,yet-can they 
not receiue Chꝛyſte by the ſaying of the 
ſame Authoz, to whome your doctrine 1s 
contrarie in this poynt, 15 

68 Martine Luther hath bin eſtemed a 
god interpꝛeter x vnderſtander of the cos 
feſſion of Auſburge, and yet he ſaith that 
the very inpce and mary of the holy Sup⸗ 
per, is to receiue an aſſuraunte of the re⸗ 
miſſion of oure ſinnes by the ſacrifice of 

Chꝛyſt. Thoſe then that ſay that the vn⸗ 
faithfull and vn woꝛthy receiue the bodye 
of Chꝛyſt, which is the iupte and marow 
ofthe ſacrament, be contrary to the ſaid 
docto2; and by conſequent, to the confeſſi- 
on of A«5«7ge, the which vou do in your 
Article. 

69 The Duke of Vittenburgh, wyl⸗ 
leth and meaneth that his cofeſſion agree 
with that of Aucpurge, and pet the arti- 
cle ot the Supper in his confeſſion is in⸗ 
terpꝛeted by the woꝛds of Ezechiell, ſay- 


ing, this Quarep oz tyle is the towne of 


Ezech. 4; 


E. ij. Ieru- 
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Jeruſalem &c. That is to ſay, doth ſigniſie 

— v2 meane the town of /er:/a/em: t. Who 
then will not recetue this place in the in⸗ 
terpꝛetation of the Supper, diſagreeth 
with the confeſſion of the ſaid pꝛinte, and 
by conſequent, with that of «: «/þ«rge. à⸗ 
mongſt whom is Xemnnitius, who reiects 
wholly this place in the matter of the ſa⸗ 
traments. 

70 Touching this woꝛd ( vnwoꝛthy) 
and who ought to be called ſo, vou be not 
of accoꝛde: foz Heſhuſsius your compani- 
on, with large arguments goeth aboute 
to pꝛoue that the faithful canot any way 
be called vnwoꝛthy. Kemnitius (in the cõ⸗ 
trary) mainteineth that the place of S. 
Paule treating of the vnwozthyneſle of 
ſuche as recciue the Supper, ought to be 
vnderſtanded and interpꝛeted by the o⸗ 
ther place of the Goſpell, where the Cen⸗ 
turid ſaith, that he is not wozthy that Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛyſt enter into his houſe, as 9 aũ⸗ 
tient doctozs haue interpꝛeted it. Which 
of theſe ſhall we belteue, ſeeing they bee 
of contrary opinyon, and pet bothe the 
one and other folowers of the-cofeſion of | 
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71 The. xiij. Article of the confeſſion of 
Auſpurge, teacheth that the lauful vſe of 
the Sacrament demaundeth neceNaryly 
Fayth, without whiche vle, the Satra⸗ 
ment is no Dacramet. Thoſe then which 
haue not faythe in the adminiſtration of 
"your Supper, baue not alſo, neither ſa⸗ 
crament noz body of Chꝛiſt, andtherfoze 
the Communton that the vnwozthp doe 
make, reſiſtes pour owne confeſſion, 

72 The xxj. article of the confeſſion af 
Ausjwrge layth, that foz the.difference of 
ceremanies & traditions of men, a man 
oughte not to accuſe the other churches, 
and much lefſe condemne them of erroz, 
no2.call them aduerſaries, who are of a 
contrary opinion: And yet you (my bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen) call the other Miniſters of thys 
churche,aduerſaries,enumies,aud people 
cut off from your companie, bicauſe they 
do not blyſſe at the aulter the bzeadafo:e 
they do diſtribute it, with obſeruation of 
other ceremonies that are of cuſtome in 
Wurbufper. 

7 3 Touching this wozd (with) when 

E. iii. you 


PATON CAnnnan- 


vou ſay the bodye of Chꝛyſte is receiued 
with the bꝛeade, you are not of accozde: 
fo2 certeine of your confeſſion affirm that 
Chꝛiſt isencloſed within p bzead,others, 
vppon the bꝛead, others, as the fire with⸗ 
in the hoat water, others, as the fire with 
in the burning iron, others, as the grange 
dz houſe within the letters oz woꝛdes of 
contract: in effect, who woulde recite all 
the ſimilituds and interpꝛetations which 
they of the confeſſion of Auſpurge, haue 
made vpon the woꝛdes of the ſupper, and 
all to maynteine the doctrine of the p3ze- 


ſence of Chꝛyſt linked with the exterioz - 


.elements,ſhouldfinde the diſcourſe long, 
andthe matter of ſmall purpoſe, In the 
ende,lohn Alaſco,ſuperintendent of the 
Church of London, being in the Church 
of Franckefort, and ſeing ſuch diſſentions 
tending rather to diſſolue the vnitie of 
the Churche, than ta redzeſle if, is ofopt 
nion, that, that wozde of the confeſſion 
of Auſpurge, where Chꝛyſte is receiued 

with the bꝛead, ſigniſieth, that when the 

afaythefull eate the bzeade in the Supper 
with their coꝛpoꝛall mouth, their os 
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with the mouth of Faith receiues Jeſus 
Chꝛyſte, whiche is on the ryghte hande 
of GO D. Andluche interpzetation of 
this woꝛde (with) was receiued of the 
Senate of the towne of Francbefort, às a 
declaration agreeing with the confeſſion 

of Auſpurge, whereby the poꝛe ſtraun⸗ 
gers whiche are withdꝛawne thither, ly- 
ued in peace and qupet, vntill by reaſon 
of other quarels, this Queſtion was eft- 
ſones renued, by whyche meane they 
became in effect , the cauſe of the diſſi- 
pation of ſo flouriſhing a Church. There 
ber alſo amongeſt you that ſaye , that 
the bodie ol Chꝛyſte is pꝛeſente in the 
Supper, as Jeſus crucified, was pꝛeſent 
to the eyes of the Galathians, and as the 
days o Chʒyſte was pzeſent to Abzas 
ham aud pet are they receiued into the 
of thoſe wyiche maynteyne 
the-Confeſſion of Auſpurge. And bycauſe 
Heſhuſius, being at the vniuerſitie of :- 
dielbergbhumude himſelk enimie to this in⸗ 
terpꝛetation, e troubled the church with 
debates and que ſtions, it is ſayd, he was 
nn. b layd vniuerlitie, like as 
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diuers haue already put in waiting ma⸗ 
ny things belongyng to this diſlention, 
and others which we haue mentioned. 
74 Beholde (bzethzen) one chiefe ot⸗ 
caſion muche hindꝛing many men to en 
bꝛate the true religion, and to bing the 
ſelues into youre aſſemblie, as ſeing a- 
mongeſt vou ſo great diuerſitie of opini⸗ 
ons. And foz youre partes, touching the 
matter ok the Sacramentes, you purſue 
them ſo eigerly, ſo ſharply, and with ſuch 
animoſitie and ſtomacke, that the very 
blynde themſelues diſcerne in you, moꝛe 
deſire to obteine victoꝛie, than 3eale of 
God to inſtruct youre ignozant bzother. 
Foz when we haue a direct wil towards 
our neygbboure, with a linely touche of 
compaſſion of his ignoꝛante, and haue a 
chꝛiſtian deſire to manyfeſt vnto him the 
truth, we do not pzoceede by iniuries, ex⸗ 
comunications, noz condemnations, the 
ſame being in dede the very effectes and 
motions of a contentious and arrogant 
ſpirite, with a minde full of flelonie. But 
bl the contrary, we vſe werte andſofte 
Fon of * with 
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ol modeſtie, as knowing alluredl y, that 
man is a kynde of creature ſo fierce of 
ſtomacke, as he is not to be qualified o⸗ 
ther wiſe than by gentle admoniſhment, 
and ſpecially in the caſe and queſtion of 
bis religion, which hauing hir true foun- 
dation in the bottom of his bart, it is im⸗ 
poſſible to plant perſuaſions of Religion 
afoze we haue ouercome and gained that 
place with gentle allurements, and then 
with frute, to plant there the doctrine of 
faith. Beſides alſo, you laboz vs greatly 
to enter into diſputation in this churches 
vpon the poynt of the Supper, which we 
will not refuſe, ſo that it may be done in 
god oder and with the conſent of the 
ſtate : we would alſo that von agree firſf 
amongeſt youre ſelues, to the ende wer 
might knowe what part to mainteyne: 
Wherm albeit I can not but feare, that 
your intent was rather to ſearch matter 
of triumph without victozie, with occa⸗ 
ſion ta ſende of youre bokes to the nerte 
kavꝛe of Frankefort, than of a ʒeale t pure 
affectid to paciſie this afflicted church: tos 
ward which God _ vs the zeale of 
v, his 
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his gloꝛy. And Jp2ay you, of what pur⸗ 
pole wold it be to vs vpõ the diſputation 
to agree with you:ſeing. that by nach mea- 
nes, we ſhold fal into y euil wil of a great 
parte of the pzinces Pꝛoteſtantes of Ger- 
ante, who abhozre already the opinions 
vou haue vtteredof the perſon of Chzylte 
to bee in the pzelence of the Supper: by 
the ſame mean alſo, we ſhould make our 
ſelues companions and adherents to Y1- 
lyricus, youre Superintendent oꝛ authoz 
of youre confeſſion, who 1s hated of the 
moſte noble Churches and Umuerſities 
of Germanzie, AND chiefly in Mitten burgh, 
who hath bin p mother nourſe of the fir 
Pꝛoteſtants. Theſe things conſidered, { 
ſe neither oꝛder to diſpute, noz reaſon to 
come to accoꝛd with him & his adherẽts. 
75 The ſeconde popnt, wherein J re- 
queſted Mathias Yllyricus and you to 
take ſome paynes, was, in the docryne 
_ ofmoztyfication, a thing moſte neceſſa⸗ 
rie foz this lamentable tyme, wherein 
wee ſer ſomanye Epycures , ſo manye 
Libertines, ſo many Atheyſtes and peo⸗ 


ple abandoned fo allfyltheneſſe and dif- 
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ſolution: of which ſop2incipall a matter 
pou touch not one woꝛd in all youre con⸗ 
keſſion, but rather with youre vabaidled 
oꝛder of pꝛoteding, ſhewe to the people 
greate example of immoztification. By 
the whiche, thoſe that haue iudgemente 
in ſpirituall things, may ſee that youre 
doctrine and Scripture is not a doctrine 
taught by the Spirite of GD, and re- 
ceyuedin his ſchwle: but rather certeine 
textes and pꝛopoſitions gathered oute of 
the papers and 1Bokes of others, who 
(peraduenture) haue pꝛoued better than 
weer, that whiche they haue taughts and 
left in wziting, 
76 Thelaſtpartof my requeſt to M. 
Vllyricus was, to exhoꝛt vou to enterteyn 
a charitable and louing vnitie, to the end 
al the church might bee edified, as wel by 
the one as the other, which he hath done 
quite tõtrarp in pour confeſſion, as wit⸗ 
neſlethy woꝛds of the. xvij.article in this 
ſoꝛt: Quo aduerſariorum cena impiè cele- 
bretur. Si quis haclenus dubitauit, vtra ſen- 
teria fit verior in ſacramẽturia controuerſia, 
ille ſane vel ex ſilis ipſorũ agendis ac firmulis 
ſacræ 


A ſharp poynt 
of M. Vllyri- 
cus in his con- 


feſlion. 


this Epiſtle, the diſtructions and viola- 
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ſacre communionis, & ipſa praxi cœna ſta- 
tuere haud difficulter poterit. Tantis enim 
corruptelis, ſacrilegijt, in ta ſacroſanctis my- 
ſterys graſſantur, vt citra horrorem ac tre- 
morem eas prophanationes pia mens cognoſ- 
cere non poſſit. Cas igitur vaSt ationes ac vi- 
olationes tanti myſterij hic breuiter expone- 
mus, ut ſibi puſilli C hriſti cauere a tantis 
piaculis & ira Dei poſſint. Multis ergo mo- 
dis eorum liturgia impiẽ peragitur. That is 
to ſay : Jfany by the things afozeſayd be 
pet in doute, not knowing whiche is the 
trueſt opinion in the matter of the ſacra- 
mentes,he may eaſily bee certified of a 
truth, in beholding their actions and ce- 
remontes in the celebzation of the com⸗ 
munion: foꝛ there be ſo manꝑ coꝛrupti⸗ 
ons and ſacrileges in ſo hol myſteries, 
that a Chziſtian mynde can not beholde 
ſuch pꝛophanations withoute hozroz and 
feare, Mee wyll then declare bꝛielly in 


tions that ar cõmitted in ſo gret amyſte- 
rie, toy end the litle ones of Chʒyſt may 
ſtand vppon their garde ageinſt ſuch exe⸗ 
crable crimes, but ſpecially ageinſt the ; 
irs 
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ire ol God. Their ceremonie ofthe Dup- The preachers 
per (that is to ſay, ofthe ſacramentaries of the cafe 
as you call them) is celebꝛated with im⸗ 9 ot A wu 
] pietie in many lozts, Firlt you ſay, that be ober mn. 
we make no benediction vpon the bzead. aiſter. 
Decondly,in that, that when we gine the 
bꝛeade, we erhozt thoſe that reteiue it to 
haue remembꝛante of Jeſus Chꝛyſt bꝛo⸗ 
ken, offred, and ſacrificed fo oure recon⸗ 
ciliation to the heuenly father, and ſatiſ⸗ 
faction of our ſinnes with the diuine iu⸗ 
ſtice. Thirdly, bicauſe that in this, wer 
ſeeke to be folowers of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who 
telebꝛating the Supper, ſayd to his diſci⸗ 
ples: Take and eate. xc. Fourthly, vou 
accuſe vs in that wee foꝛget in the Sup⸗ 
per the woꝛds of conſecration . Fifthly, 
foz that wee pzonounce not the woꝛdes 
of conſecration, to the ende the bzeade 
may perceiue our voice, with vnderſtan⸗ 
ding of the wozd of God, connerſion info 
the body of Chzylte. Sixtelp, pou accuſe 
vs bycauſe wee perſuade the aſſiſfantes, 
not to ſettle their eyes vpon the conlide- 
ration of the viſible + exterioꝛ elements, 
but rather raiſe our myndes and —_— 
ration 
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ration fo Jeſus Chꝛiſt, the true heauen⸗ 
ly bzeadfoz the nouriture of our ſoules, 
who being alredy immozfall,ts glozified 
vpon the right hande of the Father, The 
ſeuenth impietie which you ſay we com- 
mitte, is, That wee tell the alliſtauntes 
that they take the bꝛeade and Wine in 
remembꝛaunce of Jeſus Chꝛyſte. In the 
eyght, you ſay wee fayle, in that wee vſe 
the wozdes of Chꝛyſte, ſaying: Take 
and eate, and haue remembzance of Je- 
ſus Chꝛyſte employed fo2 yon, wherein 
acco2ding to your ſcoffes of cuſtome and 
poeticall fleightes, you make vs like to 
the Beguiars and Beguines, when they 
feede in their repaſtes. The Lo2de par⸗ 
don pou ſuche oꝛders of teaching to pour 
neighboures, and reueale vnto you the 
modeſt grauitie which he demaundes in 
thoſe that pꝛofeſſe themſelues paſtoꝛs of 
the ſheepe, and pꝛonouncers of the goſpel. 
Ninthly, vou blame vs in that we do not 
tounterfet Jeſus Chꝛiſt as the pꝛieſts of 
the Papiſts do, as obſeruing not point by 
poynt, and woꝛde by woꝛde, the ceremo- 
nies that he made, and ſpeake not 2 the , 
ame 
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ſame oꝛder the woꝛds which he pꝛondũ⸗ 
ted. Pour tenth and laſte accuſation is, 
in that (as vou ſap) we rob deceitfully the 
ſupper of the woꝛdes of conſecration, by 
mean whero the body of Chaiſt ought to 
come thither, and yet we lay to the alli⸗ 
ſtats that they receiue the body of Chꝛiſt. 
77 Behold (deare bꝛeth: en) one part 
of p accuſatiõs wher with you haue char⸗ 
ged vs touching the matter of y Supper, 
whervnto J will not anſwere, as being 
things ſo vayn e of ſo [mall impoꝛtance, 
that there is none participating with ei⸗ 
ther pietie oz godlineſſe, which accoptnot 
the time loſt, oz at leaſt euil employed in 
the debate of ſuch things, foz as the Loꝛd 
bath made vs once to vnderſtande(by his 
grace) what it is to receiue Chꝛiſte, and 
that wee haue felte the frutes of his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, ſo all youre accuſations and Ar⸗ 
gumentes of perſuaſions to the contra⸗ 
rie, are but ſuperfluous. And therefo:e 
in place to make you anſwer, and fal in⸗ 
to the fault which J ſ& in many, who do 
nothing in all the tyme of their lyfe, but 
| ts and debate, J will pzaye to that | 
| cod 


— 


god God to giue vs all a grace of partici⸗ 
pation with his light, whiche chaſeth a- 
way all darkneſſe of errour & ignoꝛance. 
78 I pzayyou what frute can pzoceede 
in wziting a new boke of thequeſtions 
and differences, that theſe. xxx. yeares 
baue bin ſo ſharplp argued, and yet with⸗ 
out pꝛofite. Mould it be any other thing 
than in cauſing to bee repꝛinted ſundzye 
repetitions, to fil the faires of Frankeſert, 
and ſet the bokepꝛinters on wozk? A va⸗ 
nitie moſte greate, and yet followed of 
many men of knowledge, who, deſirous 
by thele meanes to bozrowe themlelues - 
an eſtimation, wiſh that the woꝛld knew 
that they haue ſach a facilitie to compoſe 
bokes, that in one euening after ſupper, 
they can wꝛite as many quaires, as may 
ſuffiſe a ſpedie Pꝛinter to impꝛint in a 
werke. Conſidering (alas) not at all, that 
the deuotion of a chꝛiſtian conſiſts not in 
wo2des, noꝛ in the multitude of papers 
bokes, but in the true feare of God, at⸗ 
companted with liuely faith and carefull 
moꝛtification, with ſtudy, by all our poſs 
lible meanes to pꝛeſerus the _— 
cyarts 
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charitie one to an other, giuing d woꝛlde 
to knowe, by our lyfe and example, that 
our confeſſion is the better. 
1 79 J toulde haue wiſhed (deare bꝛe⸗ 
thzen) that where in your confeſſion,you 
bauediſgozged ſo many iniuries at your 
pleaſure, ageynſt ſuche as deſire youre 
wealth and honour, at the leaſt that you 
had giuen a ſhew of a chꝛiſtian modeſtie. 
But it ſeemeth that in this vncharitable 
ſhewe, vou had a deſire to declare an eui⸗ 
dent witneſſe of the hate and euill will 
you beare ageinſt pour neighbours, and 
that without any iuſt occaſion in them: 
calling them aduerſaries and enimies, 
p:ofanozs ofthe Supper of the Lozd, and 
darkening with cozruption the woꝛds of 
S. Paule. You call them ſacramentozs, 
people that know not what meaneth the 
aſcention of Ch2yſte, what is his ryghte 
hand,noz what is glozification of the hu⸗ 
manitie of the Lozde, with other lyks 
things. 

80 Let vs leaue, let vs leaue (god bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen) ſuch maner ol diſputation, and let 
vs fozget to mainteine oure owne inter 
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pꝛetation: pea let vs ſearch the edificati- 
on of the churche of Chylte, and not our 
obone glo21e, Let vs ſtudie to leade men 
byour pꝛeachings to Jeſus Chziſte our 
Soueraine Detour, and not to followe 
neither the cõfelſlion of Auſpurge, the Ca- 
techiſme of Martine, noz the inter pꝛeta⸗ 
tions of lohn noz Peter. Let vs make it 
knowne to al the pꝛinces and potentates 
of Cermanie, that all thoſe queſtions bee 
baniſhed, + wee in deſire to line in recon⸗ 
ciliation andfriendſhip : And let not the 
weake hauc occaſion to ſap, that we ſerue 
molt as matches x bellows, to kindle the 
hearts of ſuch perſonages, to make them 
ſhew thẽſelues enimies of thoſe who cõ⸗ 
leſſe one ſelf Goſpell of Chꝛyſt with the, 

8: Truly the doctozs, paſtoꝛs and mi⸗ 
niſters of the Goſpell, ought to be ſuche 
now, as by woꝛd and wꝛiting, to become 
ſuters to the Pꝛinces Pꝛoteſtantes, to 
take into their pꝛotectiõ, and vnder their 
wings, the churches which the Loꝛd hath 
ſtirred vp in theſe lo we Countreys , and 
that they may become humble intertel⸗ 
ſoures to the king of Spayne, dure ſoue⸗ 
rapne 
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raine Magiſtrate, foꝛ pitie ouer his poꝛe 
and moſt lopall ſubiedes, who withoute 
any offence vato the maiellie of theyz 
* J221nce, bee perſecuted, murdered, afflic⸗ 
ted as ſeditious and rebells, and hande- 
ted with moꝛe crueltte than may bee be- 
lceuedbut of ſuche as haue ſcene it. 

82 In the meane whple, we triumph 
in the chaire, with beſtowyng here and 
there, captious Inuectpues, callynge 
ſome Caluiniſtes, ſome Sacramentozs, 
ſome ſeditious and rebelles 3 bzeakers 
of Images with other lyke , Uice lende 
oure Confeſſpons ſtuffed wyth Iniuri⸗ 
ous matters, debates, and quarrells, to 
the Y21nces of = im yn, to the end they 
may ſæ what valiant champions we are 
on this ſyde, And howe (at the leaft) the 
Confeſſion of «-:5þ-gc triumpheth in 
the towne of 4»:werp: by oure meanes. 
In the whych meane whyple, the glozic 
of Jeſus Chilt is buried, cz altogitizer 
koꝛgotten, and wee haue ſo hardened our 
harts, that the alflictions of our bꝛethzen 
and neigbbeurs doe not touche vs at all, 

a out we heare them reckencd, and cecken 
„ Ih. them 
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them our ſelues with ſcoffes and mocke- 
rie, thinking to eſcape better cheape, by⸗ 
cauſe we are couered with the confeſſion 
of Auſpurge. ER 
83 No no (bꝛethꝛen) it can not be ſo, 
foz God knoweth how and where to find 
vs, though it be in the bottom of the ſea: 
he hath his armes ſo long, that he is able 
to dꝛawe vs from the lappe of the grea- 
teſt Ponarchs of the earth. And therkoꝛe 
lette vs not put our truſt in the ſtrength 
of the fleſh, but rather let vs march with 
all feare afoꝛe GD D, and ſearche only 
his gloꝛie. And in place to make factions 
and ſeparations of the churche, let vs go 
with one courage and heart to batter the 
kyngdome of Sathan, wyth the ſuper- 
ſtitions and idolatries bꝛought into oure 
ch2iſttan religion by him and his ſuppo⸗ 
. ſtes, Let vs make warre ageynſt vices, 
40 presch and ald not ageynſt men, which ber the crea- 
wie ageinſt tures of Cod (be they Papiſts oz other) 
ite abule of diſcouering ſo the abuſes, as neyther the 
the papiſts abuſers noz they that be abuſed thynke, 
with a chriſti- that we trie out ageynſt them rather by 
an n oceſty. injurious malice, than foz a zeale — f 
ue 
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haue to dꝛawe them to one eſtate. 

84 Ok what purpoſe is it to vs to fill 
dure boks and wꝛitings with iniuries a⸗ 
geinſt the Pope, Cardinalls, Btſhops, 

Pꝛeeſtes, and Ponkes, and to ſtudie foz 

exquiſite woꝛds and inkamous epithetes 

to bzeath vppon them in the pulpit? Ars 
wee ſo foꝛgetfull that wee remember not 
what we haue bin our ſelues? Lette vs 
beare in mynde, that there haue not paſ⸗ 
ſed manp peares ſince wer were in the 
ſame pitte and quagmier plunged vp to 
the chinne, pea euen to the top of our hea⸗ 
des, from whence, ik the Lozd of his god ⸗ 
neſſe haue dꝛawne vs, diſplaping the tre⸗ 
ſoꝛs ot his mercy vppon vs, followeth it 
therefo:e that we ſhoulde either exclame 
oꝛ cry out ageinſt thoſe as vnhappilp re⸗ 
maine vet in the place, from whence we 
are come: lere it not better to offer the 
oure hand to helpe to pull them out of the 
pitte, and to erhozte them gently to ac- 
knowledge the myſerable eſtate wherin 
they arezfoz it is impoſſible euer to gain 
their hearts by the way we take, vycauſe 
man will be in libertie touchyng his be- 
F. iij. lcefs 
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lere and religion: and the moꝛe he ſhall 
be reſiſted, the moꝛe eiger will he be foũd 
in the purſute of that that is dell ded vn⸗ 
to him: employing bis bodye and gods, 
with lyfe and all (if na de be) to pꝛeſerue 
his liberty in thele poruts, and laitly wil 
eſteeme thoſe, as his lwoꝛzne enemies, 
who by anp other meanes (than gentle⸗ 
neſſe) will ſ&ke to ſpoyle him of this li⸗ 
bertie, 
85 To this (bꝛethꝛen) you may aun⸗ 
wer me, that the iy2anme of the papilts 
is ſo abhominable that there is no hart 
 _ _ pofſefied with any Neligion, whole paci⸗ 
Theryrinic of ente may endure fo intollerable a poke 
merit into the church of Gcd,ſeeing they ar not 
Fre Contented to bury the benentes of Jeſus | 
temporaltic. Chꝛyſt, to rob and vlurpe his dignitie, to 
| make theniclucs merchants of his blud 
and redemptio, to beguile and ſeduce the 
poꝛe people and their conlcieces ſending 
ſoules to hell, in place todzaw them out 
of purgatoꝛ ie, and laſtly as a full of their 
tyꝛãnie haue ſubdned and put vnder their 
fœte the Ponarchs, Emperours, Rings, 
Pꝛinces, and Pagiltrates of the earth, 
| EVE fozcing 
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fozcing them to an humilitie vpon their 
feete : they haue vſurped Detgmiozies and 
pꝛincipalities by violence andeffuſion of 
mans bloud, to the ende to make themſel⸗ 
ues Pzinces and great Lo2des and their 
childzen,neucws, and allies, hauing at⸗ 
tyzed themſelues goꝛgiouſly with ſtolne 
feathers like to Cſops crow: and where 
afoze they were ſo ſimple, that they had 
ſcarcely wherewith to fill their bellies, 
nawe ſome of them are become P2ins 
ces, ſome Dukes, Carles, Parquiſſes : 
others triumph at their pleaſure, deuou⸗ 
ring the aodes of ſtraungers: all which 
is tollerable with them, bycauſe that the 
Pope their father hath put them in pol⸗ 
ſeſſion of ſuche wealth iniuſtly vſurped. 
And ik any one (kindeled with the grace 
of our Loꝛde) be pꝛiuie to ſuche abuſes, 
and goeth aboute to diſcouer them tea 
the people, incontinent the Popes, their 
Parentes and Allies, with open mouth 
do call ſuche Pꝛeachers Meretikes, A⸗ 
poſtates, banniſhed Strangers and peo⸗ 
ple vnwozthye of relefe in a Common 
ate, and will enter koꝛthwith into de⸗ 
g F. iiij. uils 
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uiſe and een and that with all dili⸗ 
gence to commit them eyther to the fyze 
and fagotts, oꝛ other wile to extirpe them 
quite from the earth; bycauſe they feare | . 
that the pzeachers of truth, diſcoueryng 
their pot of roſes (as the pꝛouerbe ſayth) 
and that the woꝛlde vnderſtanding their 
tirannies, cuery one will withdꝛaw and 
take away his fether rightely belonging 
to him: and ſo in the end, the Crow will 
eftſones become a crow, and the ſimple 
and pwze man returne to his firſt eſtate. 
86 Herevnto J aunſwere and ſaye, 
(god bzethzen) that you haue greaterea- _ .. 
ſon, and 4 woulde in GOD the ſtones 
had mouthes to manyfeft ſuche abuſes. 
But yet ther is neceſſary to our ſide a ſo⸗ 
ber obſeruation of modeſtie in the wozds 
we vie to ſpeake: foz my part, 3 dout not 
The cauſe Al all, that the diligence of y Popes, Car ⸗ 
why the Pa- dinals, with their parents and Allies, is 
piſts and their not rather to maynteyne their vlurped e⸗ 
a 12 , ſtates, than the glozie and zeale of God: | 
. — fo2 if they had any religion, they would 
1 ſtew it in their life and cõuerſation. But 


(alas) all the m_—_— keeth that the you 


„„ ́ꝗ́ ũ ã- . 
5 

4 | | 

* ' . 


and godly on. 45 
teſtzealozsanddefendozs of the Papiſts, 
ſhew almoſt no feare of god: c the Popes 
themſelues, detide with open thꝛoate our 
Sauioꝛ Chyyſt,acco2ding to theerampls 
of one that died not long ſince, who has 
uing left behynde him many lozdſhips to 
his childzen and nephews, vſurped by ty⸗ 
rannie, ſayd(in ſozt of railing oz madde 
ſcoffing) that this fable of Jeſus Chꝛyſt, 
had greately pꝛoſited many houſes, who 
of ſhifting royſters and diſoꝛdꝛed people 
were become poſleſſonres of large reue⸗ 
nues . Parke this blaſphemie, conſider 
what religion this holy S. Peter and vi⸗ 
car of Chʒiſt hadde in his heart, who not- 
withſtanding vſedhis tymes and occaſi- 
ons ſo conuentetly, as he fozgat nothing 
that concerned his pzofite. But my hope 
is in God, that he wil diſtrop that Baby- 
lon, and the tyzant Nemroth, that defen⸗ 
deth hir, his parents and Allies, who to 
pꝛeſerue their vſurpations, raiſe war as 
geinſt the childꝛen of GD D, and mur⸗ 
der them. 
87 Expectong (deare bꝛethzen) this 
yozrible iudgement and moſt aſſured pu⸗ 
| F. b. niſh- 
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niſhment that will fal bpon them, let vs 
vie pactence in the wꝛong they offer vs: 
If they call vs heretikes, bicauſe we wil 
not folow the faith of theyꝛ Popes, but 
imbꝛace that which Chꝛyſt hath taught 
vs. Let vs eſterme oure ſelues happie, it 
they cal vs apoſtates, bicauſe we be come 
foꝛth, oꝛ rather the Lozdehath wonder⸗ 
fully deliuered vs from the Jdolatries 
and ſuperſtitions of the Papiſtes. Let 
vs accompt our ſelues neuertheleſſe hap⸗ 
pie:fo2 my part, I pꝛoteſt afaze the Loꝛd, 
that it is to me a title and ſurname of 
gloꝛie and dignitie, to be called Apollate 3 
of the Pope andthe Antechꝛpſt of Ke. 
If they call vs baniſhed from oure coun- 
trey, let vs rather reiopce than diſcom- 
fozt, knowing that God hath. nat banp⸗ 
ſhed vs from his grace, neyther is it 
Chꝛiſte that hath thzowne vs out of his 
ſpirituall kingdome: but it is the inqui⸗ 
litours, who wold eyther haue baniſhed 
oꝛ burned vs per effigiem, in perfozming 
their rage vppon the ſtrawe and papers, 
bicauſe they could not execute it vpon the 


lleſh and bones of ay membzes of Jeſus 
Chziſt. f 
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Chꝛiſt. Let vs giue thaks to God in that 
ſuch baniſhments and perſecutions pꝛo⸗ 
ccedenot to vs as being guiltie eyther k 
theft, murder oz treaſon to oure Y2zince 
and Magiſtrate, no2 atteynted of any o⸗ 
ther oFence wozthy ol puniſhment, but 
bicauſe we {earch the health of our ſoules 
in the ſimple and pure woꝛde of God. 
88 Ik they call vs ſtraungers, let vs The children 
remembꝛe p the heauenly Father, which of God ace 
hath aduowed vs foz his childzen, is loꝛde neuer out of 
ok heauen and ok earth. And into what OY 

part ſoeuer we ſhall go, we be in the cou ⸗ 4 
trey of cur father, we be his pꝛopꝛe inhe⸗ 
ritaunte, as the Pꝛophete ſapeth in the 

Pſalm.:7, That the rightuous ſhal dwel 

in the earth, and be lawfull poſſeſloꝛs of 

the ſame, Lette vs coniiozte oure ſelues 

in this, that neyther oure running oute 

of the countrep, noz oure abſence from 

the lande of oure birth, hath bin moued 

by anp vſurpation of the poſſeſſtons oz 

godes of other: but onely to giue place 

to perſecutions, Suche fleeing awaye is 

not ſhamefull, but rather honourable, 

ſing wer are companyons of our head 
and 
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and redemer Jeſus Chꝛiſte, who from 
bis childhood was a ſtranger in the coun⸗ 
treys ol the Egyptians, chewing the per⸗ 
ſecutions of Herode. 
89 I oure perſecuters do curſe bs, let 
bas bliſſe them, if they ſearch oz ſeeke oure 
death, let vs pꝛay foz their lyfe : And whe 
ther ſhal come queſtion to diſcouer their 
abuſes, tyꝛannies and ertoztions, let vs 
ble it with ſobzietie, modeſtie, and gra⸗ 
uitie, that it may appere euẽ to themſel⸗ 
= ues, that we are not led by any malice a- 
geynſt their perſonos, but of a ſpirituall 
_ Jealeto the gloꝛie of God, the aduaunce⸗ 
ment of the kingdom of Chꝛyſt, chiefe of 
the church, and to the health of the ſoules 
of the poꝛe and ſimple people, beguyled 
and ſeduced euen vntill now, by the pꝛea⸗ 
chers of dꝛeames and fables, who vnder 
the colour of Jeſus Chꝛyſte, haue marti⸗ 
red his church: and being in deed verp ra⸗ 
uening Molues, doe name themſelues 
paſfozs and ſhepeherdes of the troupe of 
God. Laſtelp, lette vs endeuer to line in 
peace one with an other, whether they be 
of Þ Romiſh religion, oꝛ refozmed church, 
paying 
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pꝛaping always to the Loꝛde that he wil 
lighten vs in oure ignozaunces, whiche 
wee ought to ſhew to euer one with all 
modeſtie and gentleneſſe, accoꝛding to 
the example of oure maiſter and Reder⸗ 
mer Jeſus, who hath not diſdained to res 
cepue gentlp, and teache myldelp his ve⸗ oho. . 
ry enemies perſecutyng him dayly, and 
makyng coniurations to take from hym Luke. 7. 
his life. Let vs remember that being euẽ 
vpon the croſſe, pinched with the extreme 
pangs of death, not mynding his owne 
paines, he had remembꝛaunte of his eni⸗ 
mies, with pzayer to his heauenly Fa⸗ 
ther topardon their offences: let vs imi⸗ 
tate the Lo2de our creatoꝛ, whoſe mercy 
and godneſſe are ſo plentiful, that he ma 
keth his ſunne ſhine bothe vpon the god 
and the euill. Let vs not vſe regarde, that 
this man hath ſuche an ignoꝛaunce, noꝛ 
that man will receine any article of our 
confeſſion. Let vs lone all, helpe all, ems 
bꝛate al, and ſuppc2t the ignoꝛances and 
infirmities of al. Foz better were it that 
we failed in this point (ik it be a fault at 
all) than to make vs iudges of the 2 
i 
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"EAI of an other, and giue out ſentente 
1 of condemnation ageindt thoſe that agree 
not with vs. 
9 Foz ende(deare b2ethzen)J beſech » | *« 
yon take in god parte this myepiſtle o 
letter, mouing no otherwyſe than of an 
affcctioned hart towards pou, wherof the 
Lozde is my witneſſe, and J aſſure it in 
myne owne conſciente: and let it not (J 
p2ay vou) be an occaſion to you to wꝛite 
bokes no2 Pamphlets, ſeeing J haue no 
meaning to enter into armes oz warre 
with the pen, neither doth the time ſerue 
koꝛ it, but rather of ncede to vs all to ap- 
ply cure ſelues to better things: and let 
vs labour to encreaſe oure knowledge in 
that which we want to be dectoꝛs of the 
goſpel: foꝛ the acknowledging of our ig⸗ 
no2auce oughte rather to incenſe vs to a 
wil to learn, than to make our ſelues in⸗ 
quiſitours and tenſoꝛs of the Faythe of 
others, with employing the time to fill 
bokes and papers, wah queſtions alto⸗ 
githcr impertinent to edification. 
9 Jhumbly beſzch the ſoueraine ma⸗ 
ieſtie of our god Cod Fheauenly father, , 
that 
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that if will pleaſe him to furnilhe youre 
iudgements and vnderſtavings with the 
knowledge of his holy woꝛd, to the ende 
that by the meane of youre pꝛeachings, 
voure audience map learne a true faithe, 
an aſſured hope in Jeſus Chꝛyſte, and a 
carefuli moztification of the olde Adam, 
and that the ſame Loꝛde, ſo renue youre 


harts xenflame your wills in p affection 


of charitie towards your neiboꝛs, d from 
hence foꝛth, wee, being topned with pon, 
and pou with vs, map liue in peace, and 
tranquilitie of body and ſpirite in the als 
ſemblp of oure Loꝛde Jeſus ſoueraigne 
paſo; of our ſoules, who, hauing bought 
vs by the ineſtimable pꝛice of his obedi⸗ 
ence, and bloude moſte pꝛecious, it may 
alſo pleaſe hym to garde vs ageynſt all 
diſſentions, x make vs liue in the vnitie 
of himſelfe, vntill, that beetng ſpoyled ol 
this coꝛruption, wee may pertecely res 
topce in the contunction of him and the e⸗ 
ternal gloꝛie pꝛomiſed vs by his meane, 
of the which in his own perſon, y rather 
to make vs inheritoꝛs therof, he hath al- 
| , redy take poſſeſlion, ſitting on p right 7 

does, a 


9 
- 5 2 | l 
- „ 98 1 
: . , * . — 
< 
* 


molt CThriitian 


of f God with all power in Heauen and 
earth. Zo whome bee all glozte and em⸗ 
pire foz euer. Amen, 


In the tovvne of Antwerp. ij. of Ianua. 15 67. 
Your affectioned brother in leſus Chriſt, 
dad humble companion in the work 

of God, Aathonie de Corro, 
called Belle Riue. 


To the Churche of Antwerpe. 
His only (deare bꝛethzen) was in⸗ 


rh 

T tended by this Epiſtle oꝛ Sermon, 

to imparte it by conference with the 
pꝛechers of the church, naming themſel⸗ 
ues ofthe confeſſion of : Au purge, with⸗ 
out meaning to communicate it by pub- 
lication, albeit bycauſe diuers wzitten 
coptes are comen into the hãds ofſundzy 
and ſeuerall perſons, A thought it to bet⸗ 
ter purpoſe to ſpꝛead abꝛoad and deliuer 
it in pꝛint, than to ſuffer it to be argued 
in nlecrete, leaſte the ſame mighte _ 
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cauſe offiniſter indgement ageinſt the fims 
ple and ſincere integritie of my meanyng, 
wherein as the labour was pecultar in my 
ſeife, without the enteruie w o2counſelt of 
any, ſo, if it include any matter toedifie oz 
confirme your cõſciences, it may pleaſe you 
to be thankfull to the Loꝛde as authoz of at 
godneſſe. And foz the erroꝛs, J beſtech vou 
let them be layde wholly vpon me, as vpon 
a man, who liuing pet in the peregrination 
to our heauenly countrep, where ( weer ſhall 
haue perfect knowleage) may erre and faile 
|| tn many things. Foz wer know that we are .. cor. j. 
_|. trauailers andiozneymen in this body, we 

are abſente from the Loꝛde, and waike by 
Faith, and not by view. Foz ende, wipe 
my hands afoze God and pou all of anp in⸗ 
tent epther to redarguate oz confute the ar⸗ 
ticles pzeſented by thoſe that call themſel⸗ 
nes of the Confeſſion of. Auſpurge, hut ra- 
ther ta let them ſer vpon what ſnail canſes 
they haue fozmed greate quarels, mayntei⸗ 
neng diſſention fog a ching oĩ ſmallimpozs 
taunce, and fozbeare fo deale in matters 
moꝛe neteſſary 


Eingaiſo (yay tyeth;m( that vppon the 
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t A moſt Chriſtan' 
nes vopde and vnfurnyſhed of matter, A 
thought it not oute of purpoſe to fyll them 
wyth certeine places of Bolie Scripture, 
perſuading the Faythefull toactes of Chas 
ritie, wyth bzotherly vnitie one to an os 
ther, yea not to fozbeare to lone onre pꝛo⸗ 
per enemies, andſuche as purſue vs with 
perſecution : a vertue at this dap, moſte im⸗ 
poztaunt and neceſſary, the rather faz that 

Sathan employeth a wonderfull diligente 

to ſowe ſcedes of diſſention and quarrell, 

with ſpeciall endeuour and ſtrange meas 
nes to coꝛrupt the league of charitie lefte 

vnto vs by Chzylte of ſuche commendati-  -|- 
en : and all thys vnder a pzetence ot diuer⸗ 
ſitie in religion, wherein as wee onghte to 
ſland vppon our garde ageinſt the ſubtilties 
and policies of the Diuel, ſo aſſuredly, God 
hath not lefte vs eyther lycence oz lybertie 
once: to thinke, that it is lawfull foꝛ vs to 
hate any man, in reſpect to maynteine our 
religion, ſee ing we are erpꝛeſip entoyned 
by the woꝛdes of the ſame, to loue ſuche as 
deſpiſe vs, and pꝛay foꝛ thoſe that perſecute 
oure bodies and doings, But alas, wee are 
ſli pte into a time fo miſerable, and infected 


mo ſuch GRE, and blindneſſe, that in 


” 


and godly Sermon. 50 


the mayntepning of the integritie of oure 
faith, we become pꝛeiuditiall to the league 
ol charitie, with a negligent care of the ver⸗ 
tue of the ſame. Foz my part J allow iuſtip 
ſuch diligence as is vled in the purgation of 
abuſes and errozs, to the end our holy faith 
and Religion may the rather be purikped, 
and remapne without ſpot: albeit J wiſhe 
a pꝛecyſe obſeruation of Chziſtian chari⸗ 
tie, leaſt in making warre ageynſt the Be⸗ 
retikes ofoure fayth , wee become not hes 
retikes ageynſt charitie . Foz which cauſe 
and to the ende that eucry one be pꝛinie to 
the bond and obligation which God in this 
purpoſe, demaundes at our handes, à haue 
beere colled oute of the diuine woꝛde cer⸗ 
teine ſpeciall Textes impoꝛting oure cha⸗ 
ritable dueties and office vnto oure neigh- 
boure , deſiring you (deare bꝛethꝛen) to 
confirue in the beſte my intente, tending 
ſimply and altogither to refute thoſe Fas 
bles, dꝛeames, and erronrs, whiche J ſe 
ſundzy with no ſmal diligence,laboz to lup⸗ 
pozt andmainteyne in the church of Chailt 
wiſhing they participated rather with a ſpi 
rite ol humilitie and mildeneſle in the co2- 
rection of the opynions of others, than to 
0 G. j. ſtrun 
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A moſt Chnſtian 
frpue to become inquiſitoꝛs ofother mens 
faith, and much leſle to enter info ſentence 
of iudgement ageynſt ſuche as refuſe their 
interpꝛetations, vntil they be aſſured by the 
ſpirit of God, that ſuch opinions are direct- 
ly ageynſt the heauenly wozd, and that we 
haue witneſſe in our conſcience, p God cal 
leth vs to do it,foz then he himſelf wil cloth 


bs with the affection of his apoſtle, who to 


gaine and reduce his bzethzen woulde not 
ſticke almoſt to abandon his pꝛopꝛe health: 
even ſo when wer fele ſuche a zeale moue 
in vs, cuenthen alſo ſhall we pꝛoue in our 
clues, that E od will bliſſe our enterpꝛi- 
ſes. Let vs then embꝛate peace, and enter⸗ 


teine mutuall accozd, (ceing that as there is 


nothyng that leuieth a moꝛe ſharpe warre 
within vs, than our owne diſcozdes, diſdai⸗ 
nes and partialities, ſo of the contrarie, 
if we marche vnder the enſigne of charitie, 
ſuppoꝛting one an other in our infirmities, 
it ſhall bee moſt harde eyther to bꝛeake our 
aray, oꝛ put vs to flighte : Fo2 as Salomon 
ſayth: The accoꝛde of thzee ſtrings is very 
harde to bꝛeake. 

Py litle childze, Jam vet foꝛ a litle time 
with vou, pou hall ſearch me, but as gr 
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to the Jews, that whether go, they could 
not come, J ſay alſo pſame vnto ou nowe, 
giuing you this new commaũdement, that 

ñzou loue one an other (as J ſay) J haue lo⸗ 
ued pou, to the ende alſo that pou loue one 
an other. By this all men ſhall know, that 
you are my diſciples, if you loue one an o⸗ 
ther. That is the pꝛincipall marke of ure 
chꝛiſtianitie, all others that wer maye ins 
uent, map be folowed of the hypocrites, but 
this is inimitable, bicauſe it is * on⸗ 
ly to the regenerate , and thoſe that be re⸗ 
nued by the ſpirite of God, 

. Be vou deſirous of the moſte exellent Cor. 12. 
giftes, and J wil ſhew vou a way vet moze 13. 
excellent. It I ſpeke the languages of men 
and Angels, and haue not Charitie, Jam 
as the mettall that ſoundes, oz Cumball 
that tynkes. And if J haue the gifte of pꝛo⸗ 
phecie, and knowe all ſecretes, and euerp 
ſcience, and if I had ſuche faith as J might 
tranſpozte the mountaynes, and haue not 
charitie, Jam nothyng: if J diſtribute all 

my godes to the releefe of the poze, and de⸗ 
liner my body to be burned, and hane not 
charitie, it pzofiteth me nothyng: Charitie 
is aut eaſily incenſsd to anger, but ſhee is 
G. üj. mylde. 
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mylde. Charitie is not enuious, Charitie 
is not inſolente, ſhe \welleth not with ans 
ger, ſhe dothe not vſe hir ſelfe diſhoneltly, 
ſhe ſearcheth not hir pꝛofite, ſhe is not dels 
pytefull, ſhe thinkes no euill: She taketh 
no pleaſure in iniuſtice, but reiopceth in 
the truthe: ſhee endureth all, beleueth all, 
hopeth foz all ; and ſuffereth all: Charitie 
neuer falleth . And a little after he ſapeth: 
CThele th2& thyngs remaine, Fapth, Bope, 
and Charitie: wherof the greateſt is Chas 
ritte . Thoſe be the effeces of Chziſtian 
Charitie, whyche is nepther vapne opi⸗ 
nyon no2 curteſpe in outwarde ſhewe, but 
rather a vertue bzyngyng fozth wonders 
full frutes. 
CTouchyng bzotherly Charitie, there is 
no great neede J waite to you thereof, ſeing 
vou are taughte of G D to loue one an 
other, foʒ euen ſo pou do towardes all your 
bzethzen whiche bee in Nacedonie. Bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, we exhoꝛte you to ſurmounte moze 
- andnioze with diligence to liue peaceably: 
If the vaction of the Spirite of God haue 
not yet taught you to loue your neighbo2s, 
let vs feare that our doctrine is not rather 
learnedol men, than in the ſchole "or. Tha 
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Pe that ſapeth he 161 in the light, and ha 


teth bis bꝛother, is in darknes to this hour: lch. — 4 


who loueth his. bꝛother, remayneth in the K.;. 


light, and falles not: but he that hateth his 
bꝛother walketh in darkeneſſe, and know⸗ 
eth not whether he goeth, foꝛ the darkeneſſe 
bath blinded his eyes, By this are manifes 
lled the childꝛen of God, and the childꝛen of 

the diuell. Mho ſo euer dothe not iuſtice, 
and loueth not his bother is not of God:foʒ 
this is it you haue heard pꝛeached from the 
beginning, tbat wer loue one an other, not 
as Cain, which was called wicked, and kil⸗ 
ledhis b2other:and foz what cauſe did he kil 
bim: foꝛ that his woꝛks were wicked, and 
bis bzothers were inſt. Bzethzen marueile 
not if your bꝛother hate pou:in that we loue 
our bꝛethꝛen, we know we are tranſferred 
from death to life: who loueth not his bꝛo⸗ 
ther dwelleth in death: who hateth his bꝛo⸗ 
ther is a murderer. And vou know that no 
murderer hath eternal life remaining with 
in him: by this we know his charitie, that 
he hath giuen his lyfe foz us, we ought al⸗ 
fo to hazard our lines foz our bzethzen.And 
this is a moſt certeine and ample explitati⸗ 
on 297 _ marke ot oure chziſtianitie which 
G. üij. may 


mo an 


— ſerue as a touche dane to aſſure vs of 
prouerbi o. Pate maketh quarels,but charitie cones 
| Veaſl:z, rethalgrudges, This witneile doth teache 
vs that the rote of dilentions + debates, is 
the default of chziſtian charitie, which doth 
not only couer outward ſinnes, but alſo the 

* ignoꝛances of the vnderſtanding. 

Vee 1 The furious mã moueth contention, but 

13 fte patient man appaiſeth quarell: this is 

8 80 a loking glaſſe wherin wer may behold the 
troubleſome mynds of our tyme, who vpon 
ſmall cauſes will ſtirre vp ſtrange quarels 
anddebates, 

:.loln, UWelbeloned, let vs loue one an other, 
fo2charitye is of God, and who loneth, is 
boꝛne of God, and knoweth God, and hee 
that loueth not, knoweth not God, foꝛ God 
is charitie. In this is manikeſted the chari⸗ 
tie of God towards vs, that he hath ſent his 

only ſon into the woꝛld, to the end we may 

liue by him. In this is charitie, not that wee 
haue loued God, but bycauſe he hath loued 
vs, and ſent his ſon to bee the appointment 
toꝛ oure ſinnes : Melbeloued, if God haue 
ſo loued vs, we ought alſo to loue one an o⸗ 
ther. Neuer any man hath lene ny ! 

: ue 
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lone one an other, Goddwelleth in vs, and 
bis charitie is accompliſhed in vs: by this 
weknowthat we dwell in him, x he in vs, 
that be hath giuen vs ol his holy ſpirit. And 
a litle after: A any ſay that he loueth God, 
and hateth his bꝛother, he is a lyer : foz if he 
lone not his bzother whome he ſeeth, howe 
can he loue God whome he leeth not? And 
we haue this commaundement of him, that 
he that loueth God, loueth alſo his b2other. 
This text hath no nede of interpꝛetatid, but 
rather of pꝛole and examination, wherein 
let enery man ſounde and pꝛoue his heart, 
— N wozdes: be with hymoz as 
n 
®Lhou ſhalte not ſee the Dre oz ſhepe of Deur. 22. 
thy bzother ſtrayed out of the way, e hide 
the from them, but thou ſhalt bzing them 
ageyn to thy bzother. And ik thy bzother be 
not thy neyghboure, and thou knowe hym 
not, then ſhalt thou leade them within thy 
houſe, and ſuffer them to remain with thee 
vntill thy bzother demaund them, and then 
theuſhalt reſtoꝛe them to hem: thou ſhalt 
do in lyke manner to his Aſſe, to his gar⸗ 
ments, and al the loſt things of thy bzother, 
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muſt thou bde tem: thou ſhalt nor ſe the 
Alle oz Drofthybzother falne in the way, 
and hide thee from them, but thou ſhalta 
helpe to lift them vp with him. A the Lozd 
commannoe that our charitie be ſhewed in 
the likting vp ol beaſts, let vs conſider with 
ffronger reaſon, that his maieſtie woulde 
that we haue care of the ſoules of our bze- 
£bzen t neigbboꝛs: whom if we ſ& ſtrayed 
from the way of truth. let vs labour to re⸗ 
duce them: if they be falne into the pit of ers 
-ro2,let vs offer them our hands rather than 
to pzonounce ſentence of condemnatio, and 
purſue them euen vnto death. 11 
Texts of the diuine worde, exhorting 
vs to loue oure enimies, and pray for 
ſuch as perſecute vs. g 
Thou ſhalt not walke as a defractour a⸗ 
mongeſt the people, thou ſhalte not dzeſſe 
thy ſelfe agepnſt the bloud of thy nepghboz, 
fo2 Jam the Loꝛd: Thou ſhalt not hate thy 
bother in thy heart, cozrec thy neighbour, 
andluffer no ſpnne vpon him: Thou ſhalt 
not reuenge noz keepe malice ageynſt the 
childzen of thy people: but thou ſhalt loue 
thy neighboz as thyſelf: lo Jam the Lend. 
Fanden uy that it hath bin 3 e 
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ſhalt lone thy neyghbour and hate thyeni- | 34A 

mie. But J'iay vatwo you ; Loue poure eni⸗ 

mies, bliſſe thoſe which curſe vou, do god to 

| : ſucheas hate vou, and pꝛap foz thoſe that 
runne vppon you to periecute you, to the 
ende you be the childꝛen of pour father that 
is in heauen: foꝛ hee maketh his Sun ſhyne 
vppon the god and euill, and ſendes rayne 
vppon the iuſt and iniuſt: Foz if ve lous 
thoſe that loue you, what reward haue you 
therefoze 2 The Paganes doe not they the 
like alſo 2 And if you imbzace onely youre 1 

bꝛethzen, what do you moꝛe: Do not the 

pagans alſoy like: Be you perkec as youre 

father is perfect that is in heauen. 

Do not render to any euill fo; euil: pꝛo⸗ Rom,r 1 

cure honeſt things afoze all men: And ifit 

may be at leaſt as muche as is in you, haue 

peace with al men. Do not reuenge(welbe- 

loued)but giue place to anger,foz it is wats 

ten: To me belongeth vengeance,ſayth the 

Lo2d, and I will giue it: ifthenthyenimy 

bee. hungrie, giue him to eate, if he haue 

thirſt, giue him to dzinke: fo2 in this doing 

thou ſhalte aſſemble coalesof fier vpon bis 

bead. Be not onercome in 
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Rom.13. 
, Joneonean other: foz who loueth an other 


Owe nothing to any man, if not that pots 


hath accompliſhed the la we, whiche ſayth: 
Chou ſhalt not comit adultery, thou ſhalt 
not kil, thou ſhalt beare no falſe witneſſe, 
thou ſhalt not couet 4c. And if there be any 
other commaundement, it is in effect com⸗ 
pꝛehended in this woꝛd, Thou ſhalt loue thy 
neighbour as thy ſelfe. Truly it we had this 
ſtone of foundation of bzotherly charitie in 
the buildings of oure life, traſficks andcon⸗ 
tracts with oure neighbours, all the partes 
of this ſpirituail houſe which God hath gi⸗ 
nen vs in charge, ſhould be wel oꝛdzed and 
couched. 5 

After the Lom bade waſhed their fete, 
and taken agoine his garment, and that he 
was let ageine at the table, he ſayedvnto 
them: Know you what J haue done vato. 
vou? youcal me Lozd and maiſter, and vou 
ſap wel, fo2 ſo Jam:if then J that am Lozd 
and maiſter haue walhed youre fete: you 
ought alſo ta waſh one an others feet. Foz A 
haue gyuen you example, that tuen as 4 
haue done, you may alſo do. Why haue not 
wee remembzaunce of this holy ceremonte 
when wee celebꝛate the Supper of _ F 
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Ceing that he himſelfe hathe pzepared the 
harts of his diſciples with this admonition 
afoze he ſhewed oz did inſtitute the ſacra⸗ 
ment or their toniunction with him,gining 
them to vnder ſtande that he is not wozthy 
to reteiue Jeſus Chꝛyſt, which doth not ap⸗ 
plye his hart to waſhe theleete of his bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen: 
I ſpeake truth in Chyylie, Alpe not, me. 
conſcience bearing me witneſſe by the holy ROm.9. 
ſpirit, that haue greate ſoꝛow and conti⸗ 
nuall toꝛment in my heart: foꝛ J did deſire 
to be ſeparated with Chꝛiſt foꝛ my bzethze, 
bwhich be my parents aceoꝛding to the ſleſh. 
Mhen we ſhal fete our hearts ſo wel tous 
ched with the ſpirit of god, as S Paul was, 
let vs ſet vpon hardly to coꝛrec᷑ the errours 
and opinions of others, and ſo long as wer 
are fleſhely, and gnided rather by ſtomacke 
than ſpirituall zele,let vgemploy our tyme 
to p2ay to God foytheignozant, 
Let vs be then (as choſen veſſels of God, . 
boly and welbeloued) clad in the intrails ot 
mercy, humilitie, gẽtleneſſe, and of a mynd 
of pacience, ſuppozting one an other, and 
pardoning one an other if we haue quarel: 
as Jeſus Chziſt hath pardoned n 
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. vou others: and beſides all Ul tbis bez 
attired with charitie, the very bond of per 
fection. And let the peace of God gouerne 
in your harts, whereunto you are all called 
in one boby, and bee gratious. The woꝛd of 
God dwell trutetully in you in all wiſdom, 
teaching and warning one an other, i in 
Plalmes, ſongs, and ſpiritual pꝛaiſes 
with grace, ſingyng with — 
bart to the Lozde,whereby . 
we (hall de how farre | 
from theſe rules 
-  ofcharitie 
be they, that in place to edifie the 
Church of Chꝛyſte, doe ras 
* pꝛoture hir con⸗ | 
_ - fuſion 2a 


